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Church Officers 
Beckington 

PCC Secretary M Rolfe 01225 763040
 mikeandeunice@btinternet.com 
Church Wardens 
wardens.beckington 
@gmail.com 
 

Deputies 

Judith Craig 830970 
S. Coates 831644 
Andy Howson 455753 

andyjhowson2@hotmail.co.uk 
Maria Beaven 830535 

maria.beaven@outlook.com 
Treasurer J Johnson  
 beckingtontreasurer@googlemail.com

Berkley 
PCC Secretary Caroline White  
 white2caroline@gmail.com 
Church Warden Jeanette Hayward 832315 
 jeanette@jhayward.plus.com 
Church Warden Eric J Oakes 474652 
 ericoakes@btconnect.com 
Treasurer Christine Eyres  
 c.eyres17@gmail.com 

Rodden 
PCC Secretary Melanie Pattinson 07803327381
Treasurer Michael Ruddick 464463 

michaelruddick@rocketmail.com 
Church Wardens Jim Beck 464574 
 alecbeck@talktalk.net 
 Alan Sandall 465869 
 alansandall8@gmail.com  
Deputy Jim Dowling 462515 

flintford2@gmx.co.uk 
              Lullington with Orchardleigh                
https://lullandorch.org.uk   Twitter: @LullandOrch 

 

email addresses end with …@lullandorch.org.uk 
Churchwardens: wardens@... 
Glyn & Ruth Bridges  01225 755784 
Jenny Ladd 01373 830514  
David King 01225 710127 
Treasurer: Jo Rathmell treasurer@… 
Weddings: Jenny Ladd weddings@.. 
Baptisms: baptisms@… 
Director of Music: David King music@…. 
Verger: Jeanette Hayward weddverger@... 

CONTACT LIST 
 

Readers Dr. J. Beaven 830535 

Mr. G. Bridges 01225 755784 
Mr. S. McKie 830369 

Readers - 
PTO 

Mr. H. M. Daniel 461870 
Cdr. E. Phillimore 830677 

 

Baptist Minister:   The Revd. M. I. White 
Email: blythehouseconsultancy@gmail.com 

453334 
07971 438694 

 

Beckington Web Site: 
www.beckington.org.uk  

 

 Beckington School Web Site: 
www.beckingtonandmellsfederation.co.uk 

Berkley School Web Site: 
www.berkleyschool.co.uk 

 

Springmead School Web Site: 
www.springmead.com 

 

Beckington Memorial Hall 
Gary Peters 01373 830949 

beckingtonmemorialhall.org.uk 
 

Beckington Parish Council 
  beckingtonparishcouncil.org.uk 
Clerk: Simon Pritchard 07792 478960       

Berkley Parish Council 
Clerk: Janet Harvey 01373 832303

 

Bell ringing practice 
at St. George’s is every Thursday 
from 7.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Tower Captain: J Ball 830419 
johnagball.51@gmail.com 
 

Beckington Group Mothers’ Union
Branch Leaders: Jenny Ayrton 01373 
830208 & Jacky Lobley. Meets 1st 
Wed in the month except August. 
 

Beckington Tower Lighting 
Mary Hickling  01373 830274 
 

Beckington Pre-School 
beckingtonpre-school.co.uk 

Please submit items for publication 
in the December/January issue to: 
beckington.network@gmail.com 
to arrive no later than 12 noon on  

November 20th 
Network Advertising: Mrs. J. Evemy, 
01823 322 287 Julie@evemy.net 

 
 
 

We are awaiting the appointment 
of a new Rector 
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Michael’s  Message 
 

“Living on the Edge” 
 

Few of us like change. Change takes 
us out of our comfort zone - we feel 
uncertain and perhaps concerned that 
the normal pattern of our lives will be 
disturbed. We admit that this is 
because we feel that we have lost 
some sense of control. 
 
The other day I was reading a 
newsletter from two missionaries who 
work in Lebanon. Their letter referred 
to the precarious unfenced roads they 
have to travel and to the fact that 
many houses are built to the very 
edge of cliffs. The volatile political 
climate of surrounding countries also 
causes them concern. 
 
They say that they “Live on the Edge” 
but are reminded of Matthew Chapter 
6:26-30 which begins: 
“Look at the birds of the air: they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father 
feeds them” reminding them and us of 
how much God loves and cares and 
provides for our needs. 
 

 
 
Day after day in the past couple of 
months the media has presented us 
with more and more information 
concerning the uncertain outcome of 
Brexit. We might indeed have felt that 
we were “Living on the Edge”. We can 
however recall that though folk have 
had to live through times of great 
upheaval, change and indeed 

considerable testing, they emerged 
with the ability to look back on the 
events with thanksgiving that God has 
provided for their need. 
 
When we read of the experiences of 
many well-known Christians we learn 
that they too had times when they 
experienced “Living on the Edge”.  
Some also say that when the testing 
has been greatest and they have had 
to totally surrender self-reliance but 
trust God alone, that they have 
experienced his guidance and support 
and peace. 
 
So as the days of November unfold 
we recall Remembrance Sunday and 
days when our whole nation was 
“Living on the Edge” in conflict, but 
thanks to the sacrifice of so many and 
the guidance of God we emerged to a 
new and expanded life. 
 
We may indeed experience “Living on 
the Edge” in future days, but we can 
also know the care and provision of 
God in whom we trust. 
 
Great is his Faithfulness. 
 
Loving greetings,  
  
 

Michael White 
Baptist Minister 
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Friends of St George’s 
Christmas Market 

 

 
 

Friday 8th November 
Beckington Memorial 

Hall 
10:30am – 3:30pm 

Admission free 
*** 

Unusual gifts and ideas  
Raffle 

Refreshments 
Soup & Cheese lunches 

ANDY THE PEN MAN 

RACHEL BAILEY: Beeswax covers, 
Honey  

 BARTY’S TRADING: Kitchenware, 
candles, soaps, rugs, baskets 

AMANDA BENNETT: Zip-a-Bag 

CAKES & PRODUCE 

CHOCOLATES FROM MELLS 

CHERISH 
Vintage collectables, glass, china + 

small furniture 

FIRESIDE DRAGON: ceramic animal 
sculptures 

FLAMINGO: Cards, calendars & 
stationery 

GIFTS GALORE  
+ Good as new puzzles & books 

JEANETTE & AMANDA 
Artist’s cards, small objects & boxes 

KATE KIRKBY: Gothic mirrors & more 

MOCILI: Jewellery, gloves, cashmere 
ponchos 

HELEN LAWSON: Mittens, 
Decorations, Lampshades 

NATASHA: Christmas decoration 
extravaganza 

PRESERVES & CHUTNEYS 

NEALS YARD REMEDIES: Beauty 
products 

 LIS SCHUBART: Artists prints & 
pictures 

WAG WINS: Dog treats
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No Mole 
 No Fee 

Mole Catcher
 
01373 836350 
 

07512 681111 

 

Stephen Cooper
Piano Tuner and Restorer 

since 1985 
 

For piano tuning, repairs and restoration 
work. 

 
I cover the City of Bath and surrounding towns 

and villages. 
 

Contact me to book a tuning, get a quote, 
or just for advice. 

 
07854 232 191 

stephencooper1969@hotmail.co.uk 
www.pianotunerbath.co.uk 

 
We have expanded and now stock a 
substantial range of quality building 

materials for the trade and DIY. 
 

Our new showroom stocks all that you need 
for your building/DIY projects INCLUDING: 
FIXINGS, PAINT, BUILDING CHEMICALS, 

VENTILATION PRODUCTS, 
IRONMONGARY, BUILDERS METAL 

WORK, TOOLS, ELECTRICAL, 
PLUMBING AND MUCH MORE! 

Also stocking: CONSTRUCTION AND 
LANDSCAPING MATERIALS, LARGE 

RANGE OF AGGREGATES SUPPLIED 
BULK, LOOSE & BAGGED, LIME 
PRODUCTS, TREATED TIMBER, 

FENCING PRODUCTS, SLEEPERS, 
SHEET MATERIALS, INSULATION, TOOL 

HIRE, AND MUCH MORE! 
We are able to source almost any building 
material just give us a call. Please come in 
and see us at our new premises! Church 
Farm, Parkgate Lane, Rode, BA11 6PW 

TEL: 01373831550
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• Farm shop • Deli 

• Home reared pork, vegetables 
& salad grown on farm 
• Own free range eggs 

• Whiterow fish counter 
• Jon Thorner’s butchery 

• Café/Restaurant/Grill – open for 
evening meals 

• Gift shop & florist (weddings, 
funerals & special occasions) 

• Take Away fish & chips 
 

Monday - Friday   9 am to 6 p.m. 
Saturday    9 am to 5 p.m. 
Sunday   10 am to 2 p.m.  

   (café to 4pm) 
Restaurant: Tues-Sat from 5.30pm 
 

White Row Farm Shop, 
Beckington BA11 6TN 

Tel: 01373 830798 
www.whiterowfarm.co.uk

Beckington Limousines
 
 
 

Weddings, Theatre trips,  
School proms, Children’s parties, 

Race meetings, 
Birthdays/Anniversary celebrations# 

 

And all other special occasions 
Tel: 01373 831717

 
 
 

CLASSICAL BALLET, JAZZ, TAP 
HIP-HOP, DRAMA & SINGING 
DANCE CLASSES FOR CHILDREN 

FROM 3 YEARS 
T. 01373 474481 

debbie@danceworksfrome.co.uk 
www.danceworksfrome.co.uk 

 

 

Danceworks 

P B KENISTON 
FLOORING AND TILING 

SPECIALIST 
ALL FLOOR COVERINGS 

PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED 
CARPET~VINYL~WOOD~LAMINATE~  

LVT (LUXURY VINYL TILES)~ 
SAFETY FLOORING 

CERAMIC & PORCELAIN FLOOR  
AND WALL TILING 

TEL 07775 814125 OR  
01373 464180

Bespoke Tabby Chic 
Feline Holiday Homecare

 

Mobile 07596970681 
E: bespoketabbychic@gmail.com

Mrs Lisa Applegate 

Frome Farmers’ Market 

Frome Farmers’ Market takes place 
every month in the Cheese & Grain Hall 

in Frome. 
 

The market takes place every 2nd 
Saturday of the month all year round 

from 9am-1pm. 
 

www.somersetfarmersmarkets.co.uk 
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St. George’s                                                      

Floodlighting 
 

If you would like the 
tower to be floodlit 
please contact: 
Mary Hickling 

maryhickling@btinternet.com or 830274. 
Suggested donation £10 payable to 
PCC Beckington. 
 
The tower was lit on: 
November 2nd in memory of Alexander 
Pennels – always in our thoughts. 
Love, The Pennels Family. 
 

MacMillan Coffee Morning 

Thank you for lots of help and 
generous gifts at our MacMillan Coffee 
Morning. A grant total of £663.50 was 
raised. 

Freda Brann 
 
 

 
Remembrance Sunday 

Sunday 10th November 
 
Beckington Royal British Legion will 
not march from the Woolpack to St 
George’s Church this year, as Frome 
Town Band cannot accompany us. 
Members should gather near the 
church west door from 10:20 to enter 
together for the Remembrance 
Service which will start at 10:30. 
 

Steve Jenkins 
Branch Chairman 

 
The Frome Remembrance Sunday 
Parade and Act of Remembrance will 

take place in Frome on Sunday, 10th 
November with a parade to the Frome 
Memorial Theatre Garden in time for 
the two minute silence at 11 o’clock.  
Laying of wreaths and a service will 
follow.   
 
For those wishing to join the Parade, 
please gather at the Drill Hall entrance 
in Keyford by 10:15. 
 
In the evening there will be a further 
Service of Remembrance at St John 
the Baptist Church, Frome with 
Parade of Standards. Mr David 
Warburton MP and Cllr Mark 
Dorrington, Mayor of Frome will be 
present and contributing with 
readings. 
 
For further details or to lay a wreath in 
a personal capacity, please contact 
Jane Norris, Chairman, Frome RBL. 
jane.norris9@gmail.com   
Mob: 0777 620 8531 
 
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

This will be held at St George's 
Church from: 
 
Saturday 14th DECEMBER until 
Sunday 22nd DECEMBER 
 
The church will host Christmas trees 
from several village organisations, 
bringing Christmas alive to everyone. 
More details to follow next month. 
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St. Mary’s 
Berkley  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE ST MARY’S  CHURCH BERKLEY CHARITABLE TRUST 
HAS ESTABLISHED A TRUST FUND, (CHARITY NUMBER 1174747) 
  
The aim of this fund is to encourage people with a connection to BERKLEY 
CHURCH from school, marriage, christening, attending church, loss of a loved 
one or just living in the area etc. to make a donation or leave a LEGACY when 
making a will to help build a secure fund for the maintenance of this unusual 
church with its domed ceiling for future generations. 
  

For further information if required contact Eric J. Oakes, Church Warden  
 Tel 01373 474652 or email ericoakes@btconnect.com 

All-age Service 

Sunday November 17th 9:15am. 
 

We look forward to welcoming you 
all.  

 

Berkley village committee
Invite you to join us for an evening 

of Fun Christmas themed 

 
 

Saturday 7th December 
Chapmanslade Village Hall 7 for7.30pm  

 Hot 2 course Supper !  
Bingo Books £1  available on the night 

Plus Big prize Raffle 
(Please bring your own drinks and glasses) 

 
Tickets £12.50 pp from Louise  

Please call to reserve your place on 
01373 229567/07977208006 or email  

louisejames@homecall.co.uk. 

On Sunday the 13th October we celebrated Mary 
Good's 105th birthday. Wonderful age!!!  
A service was held in church taken by Mary's 
cousin, Hilary Daniel, and attended by 70 family 
and friends, some from Scotland and The Isle of 
Wight. The hymns and readings were chosen by 
Mary who read one of the lessons. Afterwards 
we all enjoyed a lovely lunch organised by Ann 
Good, the wife of another of Mary's cousins. 
Everyone emjoyed this great occasion and Mary 
was wished a very happy birthday with many 
cards and gifts.        
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All Saints Rodden 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

An enjoyable and successful 
Macmillan Coffee Morning, which 
raised £327.10, was held at Rodden 
Church Hall. The weather was good 
and people took the opportunity to sit 
outside to enjoy their coffee and cake. 
Thanks to everyone who made a 
cake, brought items for the plant stall 
and came to support the event. 
Thanks to Coco, Freda, Isis and Lola 
for their help. 
 

Andrew, Anne, Debbie, Janet, Lyn, 
Marion and Pat.  

 
 
Festive Soup & Puds from 12-2pm. 
on November 15th 

Jim Dowling 
 
 

 
 
 

1st Thursday at No 30 will be on 
November 7th. Please join us at 30 
Styles Hill from 10.30am. Come and 
take a break and join us for a hot drink 
and a chat. 
 

Sheila Walker 
 

Rodden 200 Club 

The results for the Rodden 200 Club 
Draw held on 7th October were: 
  
1st prize £50 - P D & S Stephenson 
2nd prize £25 - Pat Antell 
3rd prize £15 – M Wilkins 
4th prize £10 -  Roger Peters 
 
 
From the Registers 

Orchardleigh 
Marriages 
22nd September - Christopher Salmon and 

Lauren Willmott 
4th October -   Ashley Pitt and  

Katie Johnson 
 
Baptism 
29th September - Joseph Peter Bowman 
 
Lullington 
Marriages 
28th September - Alex Sawbridge and  
   Olivia Winter 
5th October -  Ritchie Rees and  

 Elaine Meyrick 
12th October -  Martin Bird and  
 Megan Phillips 
12th October -  Benjamin Tasker and Leanne 

Rowley 
 
 

Date Flowers Cleaning 
  3 Mrs Higham Mrs Higham 
10 Mrs Higham Mrs Higham 
17 Mrs Antell Mr Antell 
24 Mrs Antell Mr Antell 
  1 SaraJane 

(Walwin) 
Mrs Beck 
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Lullington & 
Orchardleigh 

Delights of 
Lullington 54: 
Lullingtonians are 
everywhere 
 

Potholes aren’t all 
bad. The cavernous, rain-filled one 
that caused a slow puncture in our car 
forced me to pay a visit to the 
cheeriest tyrefitters in Frome. They 
poured on Fairy liquid, took a look at 
the bubbles and pointed at a large 
dent in the wheel hub. After bashing 
this out with a large hammer and 
exquisite care, the owner charged me 
a few quid. “Happens all the time,” he 
said. “All the fault of the bumpy lanes 
round Lullington,” I replied. His face lit 
up.  “Lullington? I was born there!” 
 

It’s amazing how often these lightbulb 
moments occur. On walks, in coffee 
shops, in pubs, on market stalls, 
outside my front gate – I’m always 
meeting folk who were born or brought 
up here. Many had parents who 
worked on the Orchardleigh estate, 
and they recalled childhoods 
wandering in the park and woods, 
swimming in the lake, and quivering 
before the stern moustaches of the 
squire. Their eyes mist over when they 
talk of carol singing or the village 
school or fireworks at the big house. 
 

Just as numerous are the ranks of 
those who arrived as adults and lived 
here for a few short years. A lot of 
them never get Lullington out of their 
heads. They come back whenever 
they can, and hang about uncertainly, 
as if trying to regain a foothold they 
had lost. Indeed one of these ex-
villagers refused to admit that she had 

left at all, and spent several years as a 
cuckoo in a string of bemused 
households. Add to these the dog-
walkers, church-goers and sundry 
other regular visitors and you have a 
hefty unofficial population. 
 

The joy in the tyre man’s eyes was 
huge and infectious. He seemed to 
have total recall of his life in the 
village. He was born in the mill, he 
said, nearly seventy years ago 
(seventy? He was trotting round in 
shorts in the rain). He recited the 
names of everyone who lived up the 
lane – the woman in the post office, 
the old lady in the castle, the school 
teacher. He even remembered exactly 
where he went scrumping apples 
every autumn. Lullington is still deep 
in there. 

Great Bustard 
Remembrance 

Those who made the ultimate sacrifice 
and those suffering as a result of 
many conflicts will be remembered at 
Matins on Sunday 10th November in 
the ancient church of St Mary the 
Virgin, Orchardleigh the service will 
start at 10:55am so the Act of 
Remembrance will fall at 11:00am.  
 

Darkness to Light 

The start of the new church year on 
Advent Sunday is being marked at All 
Saints, Lullington with a special 
service 'Darkness to Light' on Sunday 
1st December at 6:00pm. All are 
welcome to join us for this service. 
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Beckington Astronomical 
Society 

(www.beckingtonas.org) 
Our next meeting is on Friday 15th 
November at the Beckington Baptist 
Church Hall starting at 7.30pm. We 
finish around 9.30pm with tea/ coffee. 
Annual membership £15 or £3.00 for a 
single meeting.  
We will have a beginner’s item (about 
15 mins) and this will be followed by 
our visiting speaker Chris Starr who 
will be talking about 'Marvellous 
Moons '. You do not need to know 
anything about astronomy to join us - 
just a desire to know more about this 
fascinating subject.  
If you have any questions please look 
at our website or give me a ring on 
01373 830 419. 

John Ball 
Parents & Toddlers 

Everyone is welcome, especially new 
families with babies and toddlers. 
 
We meet on Tuesday afternoons from 
2pm to 3.30pm at the Baptist Church 
hall. 
 
More details from Freda: 830597 
 

Martin’s Blogspot 
 

Recently posted topics on 
reflectiverambles.blogspot.com are: 
Love thy neighbour / Stand up for your 
faith / What is spirituality? / and soon 
to be posted - The dark night of the 
soul. Simply tap into any search site. 
New Kid on the Block.      Martin 
Weymont 

 
Beckington Memorial Hall 

I have reminded myself on a regular 
basis that I needed to get the Network 
wordage together in time for this 
edition; suffice to say short term 
memory loss has officially set in 
(either that or I am extremely good at 
ignoring myself) and I only 
remembered to write something after 
the rest of Network had gone to the 
proof readers. So any grammatical 
errors or spelling mishaps are entirely 
my fault. Apologies. Also, there were 
only 212 words left and, as I've used 
up 86 of those, this, lucky you, will be 
brief. 
 
Now for some reason various people 
have been spied around the village 
periodically calling out 'he's behind 
you' whilst slapping their thigh. This is 
either some sort of nervous condition 
or it's Panto season. I'm hoping it's the 
latter as otherwise there appears to be 
some sort of epidemic. Grab your 
tickets and join in the mayhem!  
 
From the sublime to the ridiculous - 
The Mikado! We're still on track for a 
February performance and will keep 
you updated as to tickets and timings. 
That bit actually should probably come 
under 'sublime' rather than 'ridiculous,' 
oh well. 
 
That's it, very quickly running out of 
words. 
We still need Committee members 
and volunteers - come on you know 
you want to. 
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Beckington School 

Events this month have included our 
open morning, at which we had an 
excellent turn out of prospective 
parents and visitors. Our School 
Council confidently helped give tours 
of the school alongside governors and 
our office staff. The rest of the school 
were engaged in activities from our 
new STEAM based curriculum, such 
as science (electricity challenges), 
technology (computing activities), 
engineering (making a model tee pee 
village), art (making clay sunflowers) 
and maths (online activities to improve 
quick recall of facts).  We also had 
children taking part in forest school 
activities outside. 
 
We had a good sized team of 
runners who took part in the 
cross country competition, 
bravely battling the rain around 
the course at Millfield Junior 
School. 
 
The Y1 children had a wonderful 
time at the sports festival held 
at Selwood Academy. They were 
all incredibly well-behaved and 
were a real credit to us and 
themselves. 
   
We had a wonderful story telling 
assembly where each class 
recited a traditional tale, using 
actions and prompts to help them 
remember the narrative. We 
heard about the Little Red Hen 
and also a Native American 
Indian story. The children 
performed with enthusiasm 
demonstrating their love of 
learning and telling stories. 

 
 
The harvest service was lovely in St 
George’s church.  The children sang 
beautifully and some of Owl Class told 
the story of how we make flour from 
seed sown in the fields. The reception 
children gave a very confident 
performance of Big Red Combine 
Harvester – well done!  Thank-you to 
all who came and joined us and also 
for the contributions to Fair Frome. 
  
 

Claire Chantler 
Head teacher 
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 Beckington Creatives   Arts 
Trail 

Launch party afternoon Friday 22nd 
November - 1pm to 4.30pm. 
Saturday 23rd and Sunday 24th 
November - 10.30am to 4.30pm 
Admission Free, All welcome 
 
Beckington Creatives are celebrating 
their fifth year of artistic 
accomplishment with another village 
Art Trail on the 22nd to 24th November. 
With a wide and eclectic range of 
contributing artists and styles and 
more venues than ever, the Trail 
offers an easily accessible and 
affordable way to acquire some 
splendid pieces of art, all locally 
produced by artists who live in and 
around the village.  
But that’s not all. We have also invited 
guest artists from elsewhere in 
Somerset to participate in our 
expanding event. This means there 
will be a diverse group of 15 artists 
offering a wide range of disciplines, 
including sculpture, designer knitwear, 
jewellery, painting and printmaking. 
 
Please join us for our launch party in 
each venue during the afternoon of 
Friday 22nd November to engage with 
and meet your community of local 
artists.  
 
Pick up an Art Trail map from our Flag 
Pick Up Point situated in the centre of 
Beckington Village. 
Don’t miss it! 
 
You can find us on 
www.facebook.com/Beckington-
Creatives 
 

For Sale or Wanted 

If you would like an entry in this 
column, please send it to Julie Evemy 
(see inside front cover). A suggested 
donation of £1 towards Network would 
be appreciated which can be left in the 
slot in the wall inside St. George’s 
church. 
Private advertisements only please. 
 
For Sale: Rectangular wooden patio 
table with 6 chairs. (Made by 'Rain or 
Shine' Swindon). 
Table measurements: 
W 91cm L 182cm H 75 cm 
Cushions included.  
£125. Must collect. (Beckington) 
Tel: 01373 831660. 
 
Wanted: 
Good sized two bedroom cottage / 
house with garden to purchase in 
Frome Beckington area. Please 
contact (01373) 830970. 
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Standerwick,  Berkley  and  
Beckington  W.I. 

At our October meeting Stuart 
Shepperd gave us a very interesting 
talk about how you should recycle 
things instead of throwing them away. 
His display of some of the things he 
has found at car boot sales or being 
thrown away at the tip was very 
informative. The oil can with Power 
Petrolem Company on it was missing 
the cap, so if he could find the right 
cap it could be worth £100.00! He also 
had a 1940’s cake tin and a rusty sign 
with Simplex Milking Equipment on it 
that he thought was of similar value.  
 
Teak furniture is now more saleable 
than the older very dark furniture. A 
china bowl with blue flowers on it 
dates from 1847-1870 and has a 
Mintons stamp on it. A lady was 
throwing away at the tip a lovely large 
garden statue of a goose which she 
gave to him instead, and as he turned 
away she said “Would you like the 
other one as well?” - a very lucky find. 
If you want to get rid of something, sell 
it, take it to the charity shop, or put it 
outside your house with a “Please 
take” sign. Don’t throw it away, you 
could be throwing money away!   
 
Stuart also told us about his career as 
a Disc Jockey. He has done Discos for 
children’s parties, birthday parties for 
people 40, 60 and 80 years old and for 
weddings and wakes. He gave us a 
quiz, playing different records and 
asking the artist, title of the song and 
the year. Some of the answers were 
Bill Hayley, the Beetles and Doris Day. 
He then went on to talk about the 
different gangs like the Mods and 

Rockers, and the Skin Heads and 
Bikers that he knew and who have 
now grown up into respectable 
citizens after their wild youth. A very 
interesting life. 
 
The Sharing Skills Open Morning was 
very well attended, the crochet 
lessons being one of the favourites, 
and all the visitors enjoyed the tea, 
coffee and cakes. 
 
There will be a cookery 
demonstration at our next meeting 
on 7th November at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall.                                                     
Visitors will be very welcome.  
 

Marion Oxlade  
 

Don’t waste your apples! 
Local apple processing service 

 

Your apples processed into pure, 
delicious juice… 

 

Poured into your own containers: 
£1 per litre 

Bottled & heat pasteurised (fresh 
for a year): £1.80 per bottle 

or £2 per bottle labelled 
 

Call Ollie: 07880 52 56 54 
 

www.applepressing.co.uk 
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Berkley School 

We have all had a busy term here at 
Berkley. Having spent time in the 
classrooms I have felt a real buzz for 
learning and everyone’s energy has 
been infectious.  
 
The term began with a lovely family 
walk organised by the FBS (Friends of 
Berkley School) and it ended with 
refreshments in St. Mary’s Church, 
Berkley. As you can imagine the 
cakes were gratefully received by all. I 
would like to thank all those involved. 
 
Within our school this term we have 
been looking at our outside areas and 
the newly elected School Council are 
supporting some great initiatives. They 
spent an afternoon planting herbs, 
covering an area with chalk paint and 
thinking of how to breathe new life into 
a bench area. The School Council 
play an important role in making sure 
everyone’s voice is heard. 
 
The Christian values are integral to 
making sure our children understand 
what being a kind, respectful and 
honest citizen looks like. We have 
been exploring ‘respect’ and how 
being respectful is part of everyday life 
and filters into all we do. The children 
have really had to think about how 
they phrase things, how they look after 
resources, their belongings and the 
manner in which they treat people 
from the community. 
 
Some highlights of this term….. 
Reception class have been busy 
learning nursery rhymes and funny 
alternatives too! They have looked 
after boiled egg humpty dumptys and 

made spider webs during outdoor 
learning. I have definitely seen some 
spiders lurking around their 
classroom. We are really good at 
identifying rhyming words too! 
 
The children in Year 4 have adopted 
an Owl called Barny; they will be 
hearing from the Barn Owl Trust very 
soon to see how he is getting on. This 
week they have been fascinated by 
dissecting owl pellets to reveal animal 
skeletons.  
I really love autumn time, we dig out 
those woolly jumpers, go on welly 
walks, pick berries, collect conkers 
and observe the seasonal changes. 
We share our weekend experiences in 
our assemblies and talk about the 
seasons so that children appreciate 
their natural surroundings.  
 
We will be saying thank you and 
thinking about our environment at our 
Harvest Service, held at St. Mary’s 
Church. We will also be having a 
harvest market where we will be 
selling seasonal produce to raise 
money for Charities. Our Year 4 
children will be working at the market, 
enabling them to practise their 
mathematical and social skills in a real 
life context. 
 
We have an open door policy and you 
are always welcome, please phone 
the school office for a visit on 01373 
887390. 
 

Suzanne Thompson, 
Headteacher 
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Beckington School 

 

 
 

The Year 1 children recently attended a multi sports afternoon 
at Selwood School where they all had great fun joining in with 

the different games and learning new skills. 
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Springmead School 

 
I have been working with Madeleine 
and the staff as an education 
consultant for the last six and a half 
years, bringing an independent view of 
the school, its systems and provision.  
 
The curriculum is based on themes 
which enable children to learn in a 
holistic way, seeing how knowledge 
and concepts link naturally across 
subjects rather than in discrete and 
compartmentalised chunks. But here 
learning is enriched in so many more 
ways, with “Seize the Day” 
opportunities. Further, the regular 
outdoor learning from “Go Explore” 
and the innovative teaching of 
Bushcraft, chimes well with recent 
views of getting children out and 
active; this was in place from the 
inception of Springmead 18 years ago! 
All of this is crowned by the personal 
development of the pupils. They are 
imbued with the ‘Springmead Way’ 
which provides a moral compass for 
developing personalities; children are 
encouraged to participate in a whole 
host of clubs and activities, challenge 
walks, awards and sporting activities. 
Add to that the opportunities for them 
to build their confidence by performing 
in class assemblies, the poetry 
competition, productions and 
Showcase - Springmead is well ahead 
of similar schools.  
 
 
 
 

None of this, however, would be 
possible without a dedicated and 

talented staff and far-sighted 
leadership. The prime reason for a 
school is to provide an education 
which prepares them for their future 
and expects that education to be the 
best academically. 
 

This week I have been in school 
conducting joint lesson and assembly 
observations with Madeleine. We 
have, yet again, seen teaching which 
is universally outstanding and, at 
times, inspirational with lessons and 
assemblies ranging from 
Tutankhamun, maths through 
computer spreadsheets to Mercy-in-
Action, the Lord’s Prayer, 17th century 
London, Ancient Greece, phonics and 
letter sounds, to shape work and 
building blocks with shaving foam! A 
truly varied curriculum but one with 
clear academic outcomes.  
 
When visiting Springmead I am 
reminded of something a Professor of 
Education at Cambridge University 
once said to a head teacher’s 
conference I attended, “think of a 
school that makes you long for 
childhood – and try to make yours that 
school”. Springmead is as near to that 
dream as I think it is possible to get.  
 

Alan Petrie,  
Educational Consultant  

Springmead get the green light from educational consultant 
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Parents & Toddlers 
 

We Meet every Tuesday 
between 2 p.m. and 3.30 
p.m. in the Beckington 
Baptist Church Hall. 
 

Everyone welcome, 
especially new families 
who have just moved 
into the area. 
 

More details: Freda 
830597 

 

 

 

Property and Building Maintenance
Malcolm Stock 

 
Here to Help 
45 yrs Experience 
 
Free quotations given
 

Office: 01373 672090 
Email: malcstock@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Patios, Painting – Interior & Exterior 
Stone work, Brick work. Paths, Fencing 
Pointing work, Roof repairs 

 

Public Liability insurance £5 Million

Coffee with an Architect? 
 
Thinking about a project? 
 
An Architect with over 20 years’ experience 
and a genuine love of historic buildings and 
coffee,    I would be happy to meet and 
discuss your plans and ideas. For a free 
initial chat please contact: 
 
 Anna Hammond BA DipArch Msc ARB 
e: annahammond@ymail.com 
m: 0772 941 1360  t: 01373 834439 

!! Spaces now available !!
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• Locally based architect with a personal & individual approach 
• Extensive experience blending traditional and modern architecture 
• Expertise in Listed Building and Conservation Area Design 
• Elegant, simple designs; creating efficient, innovative uses of space 
• Track record of 100% successful planning applications 

Visit www.amarchitecture.co.uk to see recent projects 
Or call 01373 831585 to arrange an initial free consultation 

 

Abi McGillivray is a member of the Royal Institute of British Architects & is registered as an architect under the Architects Act 1997 

 INTERIOR 
PAINTER & DECORATOR

20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Kaaren Arenka 
Mobile: 07707 156 498 

Email: kaaren.arenka@gmail.com 
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Beckington Group Mothers’ 
Union 

The October meeting was our Harvest 
Lunch at Fairfield Farm College, 
Dilton Marsh. This is a specialist 
college for students with learning 
disabilities, and part of the campus is 
devoted to a well-stocked farm shop, 
post office and coffee shop, serving 
refreshments and light lunches. About 
20 members enjoyed a good choice of 
food, including quiche, soup, rolls and 
jacket potatoes, all freshly cooked on 
the premises. Very good value, and 
time to relax and chat in pleasant 
surroundings and a friendly 
atmosphere. We all signed a card for 
our lovely friend Mary Good, who 
celebrated her 105th birthday in 
October.   
 

Next time, we look forward to 
welcoming Mike Rolfe as our speaker. 
This will be on Wednesday 6th 
November. Before then some of us 
will be attending the Diocesan Autumn 
Conference, to be held at Westfield, 
church, Radstock, when there will be 
reports about the various projects and 
initiatives going on across the diocese. 
It is a great encourage-ment to meet 
members from other branches, to 
share ideas and to support one 
another, and we come away with 
renewed enthusiasm for the valuable 
work MU members are involved in, 
often quietly and behind the scenes, in 
our churches and communities. 
 

Please come along to our next 
meeting on November 6th at Lahs 
Place, 2.15pm to out more.  You will 
have a warm welcome. 

Rosemary Ball 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MAJOR BENEFICIARIES UPDATE 
We are delighted to confirm that major 
beneficiaries from the 2019 event 
have all received funds as follows: 
Hannah’s Willberry Wonder Pony  
        £3000 
We Hear You (WHY)   £3000 
Eva’s Angels     £3000 
Norton St Philip Pre-school £1000 
Rode & Norton St Philip First Schools 
Federation   £1000 
Norton St Philip Tuesday Drop-In 
Group        £500 
Resources for the Hardington Vale 
Parish Children’s Worker  £250  
The Motor Neurone Disease 
Association      £100 
 

Band in a Barn is an annual live music 
event held on a working farm in 
Norton St Philip. Band in a Barn is 
organised entirely by volunteers and 
raised over £17,000 in 2019 for 
charities and local good causes. 
 

Next year’s event will take place on 
Saturday 13th June at Norton Farm, 
Norton St Philip, Bath BA2 7NF – 
timings to be advised. All proceeds will 
be donated to charity and selected 
local good causes. 
 
For more information or if you are 
interested in becoming a sponsor 
please contact Stefanie Mitchell 
biabcontactus@gmail.com  or via 
Facebook  
www.facebook.com/bandinabarnnsp
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Basic Computers 
Broadband issues 
Are you confused? 
Software/hardware a challenge 
Instruction provided 
Contact Ian Tucker 
01373 813353 or 07889 767886

basiccomputers59@gmail.com 

Keep Active with Physiotherapy 
 

Alison Rossiter MCSP, HPC 
 

30 years experience in the treatment of muscle 
and joint problems. Helping people to improve 

their health and fitness through treatment, 
exercise and advice. 

Home visits can be arranged. 
Daytime and evening appointments available. 
If you need help please contact: 

Beckington Physiotherapy 
tel:  01373  831483 

Email: arossiterphysio@gmail.com 
www.beckingtonphysio.co.uk 

Short-term 
counselling 

for support & effective 
personal change 

Ingrid Schultz 
Counsellor & Couple Counsellor 

Reg.MBACP(Accred) 
www.ingridschultz.co.uk 

07815465798 
20 years clinical experience 

Open-ended counselling also available

 
Frome and District 

Cats Protection have many cats 
in care who need a loving 

home. Please can you help? 
 

Contact us on 07733 390345 
Website http://frome.cats.org.uk 
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Beckington Parish Council 

Looking forward to Spring: 
The Parish Council has purchased 
many hundreds of spring bulbs that 
are to be planted at some of the 
entrances coming into Beckington. 
This project was one of the final 
projects to be completed under the old 
Bettering Beckington (2015) survey.  
 
Bettering Beckington 2019/23 
Survey: 
After the local elections in 2015, the 
Parish Council held a public meeting 
to gather ideas and then put out a 
public survey so that residents could 
indicate what they saw as a priority for 
the Parish Council to focus on. Over 
the following four years Members of 
the Council have been working 
extremely hard to deliver the top 
priorities from the original 2015 
survey.  
 
At the Parish Council meeting in 
October the Council reviewed the top 
priorities from the 2015 survey and of 
the projects that are under the control 
of the Parish Council, all but one had 
been achieved, even a few that were 
lower on the list had been completed 
as well.  
This year was again a local elections 
year, so it is time to once again ask 
residents to say what they think 
should be the Parish Council’s 
priorities. In last month’s Network 
Mag, you should have received a 
letter inviting you to a consultation 
event – Bettering Beckington 2019/23 
- this took place on Thursday 26th 
October. Don’t worry if you missed this 
as you can always email in your 
suggestion to the Parish Clerk. The 

ideas that have been collected will be 
sorted through, any that are matters 
for Somerset County Council or 
Mendip District Council will be sent to 
them, ideas that are left that the 
Parish Council could deliver or have 
influence over will be put into a survey 
for residents to indicate their priority.    
  

Simon Pritchard 
Parish Clerk 

Beckington Parish Council 
 
 

Beckington Planning 
Applications 

2019/2439/HSE - Erection of a garage 
and carport with office space on first 
floor. 
Tower Hill Barn Mill Lane Beckington 
 
2019/2397/HSE - Demolition of 
existing conservatory to form rear 
extension, garage and toolshed. 
22 Warminster Road Beckington  
 
See: 
https://publicaccess.mendip.gov.uk/onl
ine-applications/ for details. 
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The Blue House, Frome 
provides rented sheltered 
accommodation for the  

over 55s. Located in the heart of the 
town we offer 17 self-contained flats. 
To find out more, please visit our 
website or contact the Manager. 

The Blue House, The Bridge, 
Frome, BA11 1AP  01373 462577 

 

enquiries@thebluehousefrome.co.uk 
www.thebluehouse.com 

Bed & Breakfast 
 

Eden Vale Farm 
Mill Lane 

Beckington 
Frome BA11 6SN 

 

Beckington 01373 - 830371 

 

Quiet riverside farmhouse 
Open all year 

En suite facilities 
Fishing available

MILLERS 
Electrical contractors 

Martin Miller 
► Fuseboard upgrades 
► Security lights 
► Underfloor heating 
► Heating installation & repairs 
► Telephone points 

01373 253266/07771 543383 
martin1.miller@blueyonder.co.uk 

www.millers-electrical.co.uk 

The Gentleman 
Painter/Builder 

Top quality painting and building work 
guaranteed, but minus the radio blasting out 
radio 1, swearing, cigarette smoke, constant 
tea drinking and associated annoyances. I 

have over fifteen years’ experience of careful 
but efficient building and painting and 

decorating  
No job too small or large. 

Call Marc on 01373 813861 
or 07899 900077 marc@marcpeel.com

Tidy Garden Services 
 

For Regular Maintenance 
or One Off Jobs 

 

Very Competitive Rates. 
Friendly and Reliable. 

No Job Too Small! 
For a No Obligation Quote. 

Call/ Text - 07812991592 
Email - 

Tidygardenservices@hotmail.com 
 

Based In Standerwick. 

CARPENTER AND JOINER 
Martin Hale 

Professional Carpentry Services 
Custom Made Joinery 

All interior & exterior work 
Renovation & Maintenance 

Period properties a pleasure 
 

City & Guilds Qualified 
Quality service, free estimates 
North Bradley 01225 762495 

Mobile: 07768 838757 
Email: martin.hale27@gmail.com 

Pensions, Retirement Planning, 
Equity Release,  
Wealth Management, 
Mortgages, Financial Protection 

07828 860 018 
joe@matherandmurray.co.uk 
www.matherandmurray.co.uk 

Joe Ricks 
 

Independent Financial Adviser

Dog Grooming
Stephanie Penman 

 

Hand Stripping 
Bathing 

Trimming 
Clipping 

   Nail Clipping 
 

Tel: 01373 831566 
stephpenman@gmail.com 
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Affordable Private Counselling
 

Do you feel stressed or overwhelmed?
Do you feel down, flat or low? 

Are you struggling to cope with all that 
life throws at us? 

Finding a supportive, non-judgmental, 
confidential relationship to share and 
explore our problems can be vital at 

that point 
Talking to a counsellor can 

make all the difference 

 
For a free introductory session or to 
find out more text 07907728835 

or email: 
mkeuningcounselling@gmail.com

S.A.C Dip FHPT S.A.C Dip FHPP 
Fully Insured And Highly Trained 

 

For The Professional Treatment of: 
 

Corns • Callus • Cracked Heels • Athletes 
Foot • Fungal Infections • Nail Cutting • 
Thickened Nails • In growing Nails • Diabetic 
Foot Care • Verrucas  
 

Contact Sharon on 
01373 836734 or 07728 200402 

 

12 Sunny Hill, Nunney, Frome, BA11 4ND 
Home Visits also Available. 

SHARON’S FOOT CLINIC

Café Deli Gifts Catering 
 

Serving breakfasts, lunches and cakes from 
9am until 5pm, Monday to Saturday 
Homemade ice creams and wine also served 

Offering bespoke catering for all your entertaining needs, 
private lunches, canapé parties, weddings, celebration 

cakes and much more 
Please visit our website for further information 

www.mesamiscafedeli.co.uk 
Mes Amis, 12 Bath Road, Beckington, BA11 6SW 

01373 830723
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Don’t Miss This Year’s 

Something from Nothing 
CHRISTMAS ARTISAN GIFT FAIR 

AT 

FAULKLAND VILLAGE HALL 
On 

SUNDAY THE 15th DECEMBER 
DOORS OPEN FROM 10am UNTIL 4pm. 

ENTRY IS FREE 
As with previous years there will be a range of high quality, reasonably priced, 

handmade products from local Artisans. Suitable for Christmas as well as those 
early New Year Birthdays, Anniversaries and other such occasions. 

To Include: 
Ceramics from Emma Chapman, Willow structures from Alison Cox, 
Soaps and Candles from Simone Mitchell, Oilcloth Bags from Sue 

Phillips, Wooden Items from Steve Dicker, Hats from Liz Oliva, Silver 
Jewellery from Tina Seviour, Decorative items from Maggie Powell, 

Hand Felted and Wire Sculptures from Vivienne, Crochet from Emma 
Darvill, Pottery from Nikki Hoare and Sara Gurr, Local Honey from 

Donald Mudie, Artwork from Poppy and Decorative Gifts from Helen 
Lawson. 

Coffee, Tea, Cakes and Hot Refreshments will be 
available all day from Marilyn’s Kitchen 

All profits will be donated to The Dorset & 
Somerset Air Ambulance 
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Gary Holt 
 

Painting, Decorating and 
Plastering Services 

Interior, Exterior, Domestic & 
Commercial  

Dry-lining, Plastering 
 

Over 20 years Experience 
Fully Insured 

Clean Tidy Work 
Free Quotation 

 
 
 
 

Tel: 01373 814642 

 

Mobile: 078 913 12503 

 
 

8 Longfield, Mells, Frome 
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Richard Robbins
Trained gardener 

with 25 years experience. 
 

All aspects of garden care undertaken. 
Horticultural Consultancy. 

 

LAWN CARE | HEDGES | PRUNING GRAVE 
TENDING/TIDYING | PLANTING PLANS 

For your gateway to a better garden 
Tel: Mobile: 07510 130083 richard.robbins@live.co.uk 

 

Seymours Court B & B 
 

Seymours Court Farm, 
Beckington, Somerset. BA11 6TS 

Tel: 01373 830466 
Web: www.seymourscourt.co.uk 

Mail: info@seymourscourt.co.uk  
 

Fifteenth century country house 
providing luxury bed and breakfast. 

 

Also venue for marquee based wedding 
receptions. Relaxed rural surroundings 

with a historic house backdrop 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reliable and trustworthy 
 

Competitive rates, 
no job too small 

 

Tel: 07849 717702 

D HURLE 
PLASTERING 

SERVICE 

 Do you need 
 a Plumber? 

Paul Antell Plumbing 
07890 366832 
01373 467427 

Professional, Friendly, Reliable & Local 
paulantellplumbing@talktalk.net 
www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk 
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WHITEROW 

FARM 

WHITEROW 
FARM 
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Benefice Mondays 12.00pm Midday Prayer at St. George’s 
   

  St. George’s  
Beckington  

 
 

 Nov 3 8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.00am Morning Worship 

Remembrance Nov 10 10.30am Remembrance Service with Berkley 
 Nov 17 10.00am BCP Matins 
 Nov 24 10.00am Morning Worship 
 Dec 1 8.00am BCP Holy Communion 

10.00am Morning Worship 

St. Mary’s 
Berkley 

 Nov 3 11.00am BCP Matins 
Remembrance Nov 10 10.30am Remembrance Service at 

Beckington 
 Nov 17 9.15am All-age Service 
 Nov 24 9.15am Holy Communion 
 Dec 1 11.00am BCP Matins 

All Saints 
Rodden 

 Nov 3 6.30pm BCP Evensong 
Remembrance Nov 10 6.30pm BCP Holy Communion 
 Nov 17 11.00am BCP Holy Communion 
 Nov 24 11.00am BCP Matins 
 Dec 1 6.30pm BCP Evensong 

All Saints 
Lullington 

 Nov 3 11.00am BCP Holy Communion 
 Nov 17 11.00am BCP Matins 
 Dec 1 11.00am BCP Holy Communion 

 

St. Mary’s 
Orchardleigh 

Remembrance Nov 10 10.55am Remembrance BCP Matins 
 Nov 24 11.00am BCP Holy Communion 
 Dec 1 6.00pm Darkness Into Light 
 Dec 8 11.00am BCP Matins 

Baptist 
Church Services each Sunday at 3pm to which all are welcome 

SERVICES November
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This month 

Nov 2 Beckington Family Fireworks evening 
at Beckington Memorial Hall. This 
should be fun. Hopefully a Lantern 
Parade, live music from the Beckington 
Bandits, great food and a couple of 
bars.  

Nov 6 MU meeting Lahs Place, 2.15pm 
Speaker Mike Rolfe 

Nov 7 1st Thursday at 30 Styles Hill from 
10.30am 

Nov 7 W.I. Cookery demonstration 

Nov 8 Early Christmas Market 10.30am – 
3.30pm Beckington Memorial Hall 
Friends of St. George’s 

Nov 12 Beckington Parish Council 7pm 
Clifford Suite 

Nov 15 Rodden Festive Soup & Puds noon-
2pm in the church hall 

Nov 15 BAS 7.30pm at Beckington Baptist 
Church hall 

Nov 23-24 Beckington Creative Arts Trail 
10.30am – 4.30pm 

Nov 28-30 Beckington Players’ Panto Babes in 
the (Sher) Wood 

 

 

Later in the Year 

Dec 4 MU Advent service/Christmas 
meeting. Lahs Place, 2.15 

Dec 4, 11, 18 Advent Reflections 7.15pm for 
7.30pm (Beckington venue)  

Dec 5 W.I. George Formby and the ukulele 

Dec 14-22 St. George’s Christmas Tree Festival  

Feb 1 The Mikado at Beckington Memorial 
Hall 

 
Don’t forget that the next issue of Network is for December/January. 
Items for inclusion by midday on November 20th at the latest please. 

To: beckington.network@gmail.com 

Diary Dates 

 
The calendar of activities in St. George’s church is online at 

www.beckington.org.uk/stgeorgescalendar 
 


