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Church Officers
Beckington

PCC Secretary M Rolfe 01225 763040
 mikeandeunice@btinternet.com
Church Wardens 
wardens.beckington 
@gmail.com 
 

Deputies 

Judith Craig 830970
Su Coates 831644
Andy Howson 455753

andyjhowson2@hotmail.co.uk
Maria Beaven 830535

maria.beaven@outlook.com
Treasurer J Johnson 
 beckingtontreasurer@gmail.com

Berkley
PCC Secretary Caroline White
 white2caroline@gmail.com
Church Warden Jeanette Hayward 832315
 jeanette@jhayward.plus.com
  
 
Treasurer Christine Eyres
 c.eyres17@gmail.com

Rodden
PCC Secretary Melanie Pattinson 07803327381
Treasurer Michael Ruddick 464463

michaelruddick@rocketmail.com
Church Wardens  
 
  
 
Deputy Jim Dowling 462515

flintford2@gmx.co.uk
              Lullington with Orchardleigh                
https://lullandorch.org.uk   Twitter: @LullandOrch 

 

email addresses end with …@lullandorch.org.uk 
Churchwardens: wardens@... 
Glyn & Ruth Bridges  01225 755784 
Jenny Ladd 01373 830514  
David King 01225 710127 
Treasurer: Jo Rathmell treasurer@… 
Weddings: Jenny Ladd weddings@.. 
Baptisms: baptisms@… 
Director of Music: David King music@…. 
Verger: Jeanette Hayward weddverger@... 

CONTACT LIST 
 

Readers Dr. J. Beaven 830535 

Mr. G. Bridges 01225 755784 
Mr. S. McKie 830369 

Readers - 
PTO 

Mr. H. M. Daniel 461870 
Cdr. E. Phillimore 830677 

  

Baptist Minister:   The Revd. M. I. White 
Email: blythehouseconsultancy@gmail.com 

453334 
07971 438694 

 

Beckington Web Site: 
www.beckington.org.uk  

 

 Beckington School Web Site: 
www.beckingtonandmellsfederation.co.uk 

Berkley School Web Site: 
www.berkleyschool.co.uk 

 

Springmead School Web Site: 
www.springmead.com 

 

Beckington Memorial Hall 
Gary Peters 01373 830949 

beckingtonmemorialhall.org.uk 
 

Beckington Parish Council 
  beckingtonparishcouncil.org.uk 
Clerk: Simon Pritchard 07792 478960       

Berkley Parish Council 
Clerk: Janet Harvey 01373 832303

 

Bell ringing practice 
at St. George’s is every Thursday 
from 7.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Tower Captain: J Ball 830419 
johnagball.51@gmail.com 
 

Beckington Group Mothers’ Union
Branch Leaders: Jenny Ayrton 01373 
830208 & Jacky Lobley. Meets 1st 
Wed in the month except August. 
 

Beckington Tower Lighting 
Mary Hickling  01373 830274 
 

Beckington Pre-School 
beckingtonpre-school.co.uk 

Please submit items for publication 
in the May issue to: 
beckington.network@gmail.com 
to arrive no later than 12 noon on  

April 20th 
Network Advertising: Mrs. J. Evemy, 
01823 322 287 Julie@evemy.net 

 
 
 

We are awaiting the arrival of our 
new Rector 
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Reader’s Message 
 

 
Our New Rector 
 
We are glad to tell you that, at long last, 
we are looking forward to welcoming a 
new Rector in July, the Revd Prebendary 
Ronnie Crossman.   Currently in a 
Diocesan post in Salisbury, she was Vicar 
of Highbridge for 9 years where her 
ministry was much appreciated.  While 
there she acted as Axbridge Area Dean, 
coordinating and encouraging the work 
and witness of the 12 benefices in that 
Deanery.   She visited all our parishes in 
February before being interviewed.    
 
A Sudden Storm 
 
Meanwhile, we are in an unprecedented 
situation in which our health and many 
lives are threatened by an unseen 
virus. The economy on which we all rely is 
also threatened. It is as though we have 
been struck by a sudden and unexpected 
storm.   Where is God in all of this? 
 
That was a question that the Jesus’ 
disciples asked when they were caught by 
a storm of great ferocity on the Lake of 
Galilee. Jesus was asleep, and the 
panicking disciples shook him awake 
desperately asking, “Don’t you care?”.   
Jesus stood and rebuked the storm and 
commanded peace, and the wind dropped 
and the water calmed.   Turning to his 
disciples he asked “Where is your faith?”  
He was teaching them that when we invite 
Him into our lives we can trust in Him in 
the midst of all life’s storms. So today, the 
current is an opportunity to discover that 
Jesus Christ really is here among us with 
his promise of peace, if we will but humbly 
open our hearts to Him. 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Services 
 
While public worship in all churches has 
been suspended, the church is people and 
we continue to serve God in the 
community. Clergy or Readers will be in 
our churches at the normal service times, 
praying for our communities. Others will 
set aside time at home to worship and 
pray.  Over the past five years without a 
Rector, we have worked together and 
recognise that each of us has our own 
role. So, while some pray, others are doing 
something else that needs to be done, 
including helping friends and neighbours. 
That will continue. 
 
Assistance 
 
If you are self-isolating and are not already 
in touch with help, contact either me (see 
below) or one of your parish Church 
Wardens listed on Page 2 and we will put 
you in touch with someone in your 
neighbourhood. 
 
Prayer 
 
Similarly, if you have concerns you want to 
talk through or would like us to pray for you 
or someone you know is in need, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with me, your 
church wardens, or our Prayer Chain co-
ordinator Jane Kellett and her husband, 
Andrew, a Baptist Minister. (01373 
830464). 
 
Finally 
 
There is so much more to say about what 
is going on, and I would be happy to let 
you have further some thoughts either by 
email or post, should you want to find out 
more about how Jesus is in our midst, 
saying “Be of good cheer, I am with you!” 
 

Edmund Phillimore 
01373 830677.  

whephillimore@btinternet.com 
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To all in the Beckington 
Community from St George’s 

Church 

In the light of new Government 
guidance around non-essential social 
contact, the Church of England has 
issued advice that public worship is to 
be suspended until further notice.  
While there will be no public services 
in St George’s, the church will remain 
open during daylight hours for private 
prayer or meditation.  The life and 
worship of the church community will 
continue.  At scheduled service times, 
one of our Readers or retired Clergy 
will be praying, on behalf of us all, in 
St George’s. You can join in at home, 
and if you would like material to help 
you participate please contact 
Edmund Phillimore (See below).  If 
you want help or to talk to someone 
for any reason, please contact any of 
the following people: 
 
Edmund Phillimore   01373 830677 

whephillimore@btinternet.com 
Judith Craig   (Churchwarden) 01373  

830970   
wardens.beckington@gmail.com 

Su Coates (Churchwarden) 
01373 831644   
wardens.beckington@gmail.com 

Maria Beaven (Deputy Churchwarden)  
07940 420 596  
maria.beaven@outlook.com 

 
We are working together with others in 
Beckington so that those in isolation 
have the help they need. If you are 
aware of anyone in need or are in 
need of help yourself, please contact 
those listed above or below who can 
signpost you to the relevant and 
available help. 

 
Lucy Beatrice Hill is co-ordinating a 
village wide group of people providing 
practical help: lucy@pdbas.com    
Please also get in touch if you can 
offer help. 
 
Health Connections Mendip 01373 
468368 during office hours. 
 
Please be assured of the church's 
continuing prayer for everyone 
affected by the virus in this very 
challenging time. 
 
Please see Page 12 for extra help 

offered by local businesses. 
 
The Community Council for 
Somerset (community / village 
agents) are already working in 
communities with different groups and 
individuals to make sure the 
vulnerable are identified and 
supported. Local village agent details 
can be found at 
https://somersetagents.org/somerset-
village-agents/ 
  
‘Spark Somerset’ are also looking at 
what support they can provide to 
voluntary sector organisations and 
community groups locally, including 
looking to identify charities who may 
be needing help from volunteers.  To 
find out more visit:  
https://www.sparksomerset.org.uk/ 
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No Mole 
 No Fee 

Mole Catcher
 
01373 836350 
 

07512 681111 

 

Stephen Cooper
Piano Tuner and Restorer 

since 1985 
 

For piano tuning, repairs and restoration 
work. 

 
I cover the City of Bath and surrounding towns 

and villages. 
 

Contact me to book a tuning, get a quote, 
or just for advice. 

 
07854 232 191 

stephencooper1969@hotmail.co.uk 
www.pianotunerbath.co.uk 

 
We have expanded and now stock a 
substantial range of quality building 

materials for the trade and DIY. 
 

Our new showroom stocks all that you need 
for your building/DIY projects INCLUDING: 
FIXINGS, PAINT, BUILDING CHEMICALS, 

VENTILATION PRODUCTS, 
IRONMONGARY, BUILDERS METAL 

WORK, TOOLS, ELECTRICAL, 
PLUMBING AND MUCH MORE! 

Also stocking: CONSTRUCTION AND 
LANDSCAPING MATERIALS, LARGE 

RANGE OF AGGREGATES SUPPLIED 
BULK, LOOSE & BAGGED, LIME 
PRODUCTS, TREATED TIMBER, 

FENCING PRODUCTS, SLEEPERS, 
SHEET MATERIALS, INSULATION, TOOL 

HIRE, AND MUCH MORE! 
We are able to source almost any building 
material just give us a call. Please come in 
and see us at our new premises! Church 
Farm, Parkgate Lane, Rode, BA11 6PW 

TEL: 01373831550
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• Farm shop • Deli 

• Home reared pork, vegetables 
& salad grown on farm 
• Own free range eggs 

• Whiterow fish counter 
• Jon Thorner’s butchery 

• Café/Restaurant/Grill – open for 
evening meals 

• Gift shop & florist (weddings, 
funerals & special occasions) 

• Take Away fish & chips 
 

Monday - Friday   9 am to 6 p.m. 
Saturday    9 am to 5 p.m. 
Sunday   10 am to 2 p.m.  

   (café to 4pm) 
Restaurant: Tues-Sat from 5.30pm 
 

White Row Farm Shop, 
Beckington BA11 6TN 

Tel: 01373 830798 
www.whiterowfarm.co.uk

 
 
 

CLASSICAL BALLET, JAZZ, TAP 
HIP-HOP, DRAMA & SINGING 
DANCE CLASSES FOR CHILDREN 

FROM 3 YEARS 
T. 01373 474481 

debbie@danceworksfrome.co.uk 
www.danceworksfrome.co.uk 

 

 

Danceworks 

P B KENISTON 
FLOORING AND TILING 

SPECIALIST 
ALL FLOOR COVERINGS 

PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED 
CARPET~VINYL~WOOD~LAMINATE~  

LVT (LUXURY VINYL TILES)~ 
SAFETY FLOORING 

CERAMIC & PORCELAIN FLOOR  
AND WALL TILING 

TEL 07775 814125 OR  
01373 464180 

Bespoke Tabby Chic 
Feline Holiday Homecare

 

Mobile 07596970681 
E: bespoketabbychic@gmail.com

Mrs Lisa Applegate 

Frome Farmers’ Market 

Frome Farmers’ Market takes place 
every month in the Cheese & Grain Hall 

in Frome. 
 

The market takes place every 2nd 
Saturday of the month all year round 

from 9am-1pm. 
 

www.somersetfarmersmarkets.co.uk 
 

Beckington Private Hire
Ask to speak to Lisa or Malcolm to quote for your journey. 

 

                          

                      

Tel: 01373 831717 
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St. George’s                                                      

Floodlighting 
 

If you would like the 
tower to be floodlit 
please contact: 
Mary Hickling 

maryhickling@btinternet.com or 830274. 
Suggested donation £10 payable to 
PCC Beckington. 
 
The tower was lit on: 
January 15th 2000 
Joshua James Vezey 
Taken before his day dawned and 
always in our dreams 
Love dad, mum and family xx 
 
March 3rd in loving memory of Mike. Jo 
Casey 

 

Friends of St. George’s 
 
Friends of St George's regrettably 
must cancel The St. George's supper 
on April 25th and hope to re schedule 
the event later in the year. 
 
Plant Sale: This year people will be 
spending more time in their garden 
and we feel it will be important to have 
our usual plant sale so are working on 
ways to have a plant sale in May, in 
line with social distancing. Everyone in 
the village is welcome to partake and 
use the opportunity to swap plants.  
Growing and sharing is never more 
important! 
 
It is hoped to have it the week-end 
16/17th May, over both days. 
For further details and ideas watch 
this space and village Facebook or 
contact 
 Jo Casey 8830885 

Matthew 28 v6 
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St. Mary’s 
Berkley 

 

 
St Mary's 

Berkley PCC 
 
Following the sad 

loss of our much respected Church 
Warden, Eric, and the retirement of 
two other long serving, loyal members 
of the PCC, we are hoping to welcome 
some new members to join us. 
 
Therefore, we are reaching out to you 
if you are a Christian living locally who 
could give a little time to work 
alongside the rest of the PCC. We 
meet about 5 times a year where we 
discuss ongoing matters and seek to 
faithfully serve the community around 
us. We are supported by a dedicated 
Village Committee who plan 
successful fundraising events which 
ensure the upkeep of the building. 
If you would like to know a little more 
about this then do please contact any 

member of the PCC. But in particular:  
 
Jeanette Hayward (Church Warden) 
on 01373 382315 
Or 
Caroline White (PCC Secretary) on 
01373 461913 
 
Parents & Toddlers 

Sadly, unable to meet at present. 
 
More details from Freda: 830597 

 
From the Registers 

Lullington 
 

Marriages 
7th March -   Thomas Jones and  

Christine Holmes 
Baptism 
15th March -  Edward William Crouch 
 

Church Warden Vacancy 
 
Following the sad loss of our much respected Church Warden, Eric, and 
the retirement of two other long serving, loyal members of the PCC , we 
are hoping to welcome some new members to join us. 
 
Therefore, we are reaching out to you if you are a Christian living locally 
who could give a little time to work alongside the rest of the PCC. We 
meet about 5 times a year where we discuss ongoing matters and seek 
to faithfully serve the community around us. We are supported by a 
dedicated Village Committee who plan successful fundraising events 
which ensure the upkeep of the building. 

 
If you would like to know a little more about this then do please contact 
any member of the PCC. But in particular  
Jeanette Hayward ( Church Warden) on 01373 382315 
or 
Caroline White PCC Secretary ) on 01373 461913 
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All Saints Rodden 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Events for 2020 

Saturday May 2nd 
Unfortunately, due to the 
Coronovirus outbreak, the Afternoon 
Tea at Rodden Church hall on the 2nd 
of May has had to be cancelled. 
We will update you on future social 
events in due course. 
 
Saturday July 25th - Barbecue at 
Flintford Farm,6.00pm 
  
Monday October 5th - Harvest 
Supper@7.00pm 
  
Saturday November 21st - Festive 
Soup & Puds,12-2pm. 
 

Jim Dowling 
 
1st Thursday at No 30 is suspended, 
hopefully not for long! 
 

Sheila Walker 
 
 
 

 

What is a Lasting Power of 
Attorney? 

 
Many of us know that it is important to 
write a Will, but fewer of us have 
considered making a Lasting Power of 
Attorney (LPA).   
 

An LPA is a legal document in which 
you can appoint trusted individuals 
(such as your relatives, or friends) to 
make decisions on your behalf, known 
as your ‘Attorneys’. There are two 
different types of LPA:   
 

Property and Affairs 
This LPA will allow your Attorneys to 
help you manage your money, 
property and finances, for example.  
They can pay your bills and transfer, 
or invest your money for you.  You can 
tailor the LPA to give as much, or as 
little, power as you would like to. 
 

Health and Welfare 
This LPA will allow your Attorneys to 
make decisions about your health and 
care; which may include what medical 
treatment you receive and where you 
live, etc. If you are capable of making 
those decisions yourself then your 
wishes will be paramount, and your 
Attorneys will be permitted to liaise 
with medical professionals etc. in 
relation to your needs.   
 

Please get in touch with Jane Healey 
at Forrester Sylvester Mackett 
Solicitors, who has extensive 
experience in dealing with LPAs and 
Court of Protection matters, as well as 
Wills and Estates, and Tax Planning. 
Tel: 01373 485 485 or Email Jane 
directly: 
janehealey@fsmsolicitors.co.uk  

Date Flowers Cleaning
5th  LENT Vacant
12th  Easter Day Flower Team
19th  Flower Team Flower Team
26th  Flower Team Flower Team
3rd  Melanie/Rachael Melanie/Rachael
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 Lullington & 
Orchardleigh 

It's annual 
meeting time! 
Covid 19 
permitting 
 
The Annual Vestry 

for the Election of Churchwardens in 
Lullington with Orchardleigh will take 
place in All Saints Church, Lullington 
at 7:30pm on Thursday 23rd April. 
 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
will take place immediately following 
the Vestry and will receive the annual 
reports and elect PCC members. 
 

In preparation for this the Electoral 
Roll of the parish will be revised 
between 21st March and 4th April, 
application forms can be obtained 
from Glyn Bridges the Electoral Roll 
Officer: wardens@lullandorch.org.uk 
 
Delights of Lullington 55: Bonfire time 
 
It’s a  clear evening in early spring. 
Dusk is thickening very slowly. 
Occasionally, a great blast of wind 
from the west rushes past, hooshing 
the bonfire into action and scattering 
the smoke away over the fields. But 
mostly the fire ticks along peaceably, 
giving out a few crackles deep in the 
mound of briar rose and apple and 
yew and hazel and ivy prunings. The 
smoke creeps out, sometimes 
towering straight up in the air and 
sometimes billowing about in 
confusion. 
I could watch this for hours. And I do. 
Leaning on my fork as the sunlight 
fades around me, I listen to the 
blackbirds riffing away and two tawny 

owls hooting slightly testily at each 
other. The tractor and trailer from 
Laverton thunders past in the lane, still 
at its Sisyphean task of drowning the 
fields in dung. The last glints of 
sunlight fade away, and Venus 
appears over our house.      
 

Meanwhile the pile clicks and hisses 
and flares and shifts and billows. From 
time to time I fuss about forking 
unburned strays of twig and bramble 
back onto the top. But mostly I stare. 
You can’t hurry a bonfire. Well you 
can, I suppose, if you chuck some 
petrol on top and wait for the sheet of 
flame to roar out. However, this not 
only endangers your eyebrows and 
leaves a nasty whiff of chemicals – it’s 
also against the whole magical spirit of 
the enterprise. A bit like adding 
Ribena to cider.   
 

Next morning, it’s still plugging on. 
The embers have patiently digested 
and reduced the mighty mound to a 
tiny extinct volcano of ash and 
scorched fragments. In the pale light 
of day it looks rather pathetic. I rake it 
around and the whole thing 
disappears into the soil. All that’s left 
is a blackened patch and a few whisps 
of grey dust. But for days afterwards 
the delicious scent of woodsmoke 
clings to my shirt and trousers and 
hair. Then they all get a good wash 
and I can look forward to next year’s 
bonfire. 
 

Great Bustard 
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Help is at Hand 

Beckington Food Providers and 
Suppliers and what they can offer 
to those house-bound because of 
Coronavirus 
  
Ivy House Farm Doorstep delivery 
of Organic Jersey Milk, Butter and 
Cream across the local area every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
starting on Wednesday March 25th. 
This will be a CONTACTLESS 
DELIVERY SERVICE with payment 
taken over the phone, we'll be taking 
every precaution to keep residents of 
the village safe. Thanks for your 
support! 
Please phone 01373 831 263 or email 
distribution@ivyhousefarmdairy before 
10am with orders. Check the website 
ivyhousefarmdairy.co.uk  for a full list 
of products. 
 
They have committed to keep White 
Row and Mes Amis fully supplied, 
even if they need to do 3 deliveries a 
day.   
  
White Row are unable to offer a 
delivery service, but can provide as 
much as possible to meet local 
demand.   
  
If people are social distancing and do 
not wish to enter the shop, pay at the 
till etc ... then they can order and pay 
by phone and do click and collect, ... 
either with orders brought out to them 
in the car park, or send a 'Buber' 
driver* (see below) 
 
 
 
 

Shop: 01373 830798 
Café & Restaurant: 01373 831694 
Take Away: 01373 830510 
Fishmongers: 01373 831641 
Florist & Gift Shop: 01373 830024 
Butcher: 01373 830428  
Deli Counter: 01373 830702 
https://www.whiterowfarm.co.uk/takea
way 
  
Mes Amis are able to provide a 9-5 
takeaway service of their fresh, 
healthy daily dishes and deliver in 
their van. They can also provide basic 
essentials such as milk, bread and 
cake! 
Tel 01373 830723 
  
Moo2.me - Order online or by 
phone Tel 01373 831489: dairy and 
grocery delivery, based locally in 
Standerwick and covering the entire 
Parish. 
 
'Buber' - Beckington's answer to Uber 
... comprising a group of healthy 
volunteer drivers able to help collect 
supplies that are already paid for - 
from any of these listed local 
businesses. 
Please contact Lucy Beatrice Hill 
07716 433 240 or   Maria Beaven 
07940 420 596 who will organise 
someone to collect your provisions for 
you.  

Compiled by Shannon Brooke 
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Standerwick,  Berkley  and  
Beckington  W.I.  

At our FEBRUARY meeting Police 
Sergeant Rachel Clark gave us a very 
interesting and informative talk on our 
local police. She was accompanied by 
Police Community Support Officer 
Mike Storey.  Rachel has a total of 23 
police officers in her team. The local 
police office is over the Kentucky 
Chicken outlet, near Sainsbury’s store 
in Frome. Her area covers Frome 
Town, Frome rural north, Frome rural 
south, Shepton Mallet town and 
Shepton Mallet rural.  Mike with other 
PCSO’s walk around the areas talking 
to people and they often tell him things 
that are very useful.. Mike cannot 
arrest people, but he can detain them. 
Police officers are on duty 24/7. If you 
want to contact the police either ring 
999, or if not urgent 101. Police 
officers now have computers to be up 
to date with what is happening 
immediately. The body camera gives 
valuable evidence when someone is 
arrested. Also very essential is the 
body vest the police wear which is 
very heavy.  Police can call on an 
armed response vehicle, or other 
forces if necessary. Fortunately there 
is not much knife crime in this area but 
drugs are a problem. Members of the 
police force make regular visits to 
schools to talk about the dangers of 
drugs. They also work with councils 
and housing departments to sort out 
antisocial behaviour , noise problems,  
mental health issues and off road 
biking. The helicopter can be helpful in 
looking for someone with dementia 
who is missing as well as anyone 
wanted by the police. A Police officer’s 
shift is 10 hours. 

                                                      
In contrast, at our MARCH meeting 
Reverend Clive Fairclough told us 
about his two years as chaplain at St. 
Andrews church in Moscow. He and 
his wife really enjoyed their time there. 
British merchants built the church 
there in 1884, but it was closed in1920 
after the revolution of 1917. The 
merchants kept some of their 
valuables in the church, so those were 
taken. Also, the priceless organ was 
destroyed along with the stained glass 
windows. The army set up a post in 
the church tower to watch the streets 
below. The services began again in 
1991 and it is now a protected 
building. On the gates there is the 
rose of England, the thistle of Scotland 
and the shamrock of Ireland. The 
British Embassy is close by. Inside 
there is a bar called the Hammer and 
Pickle. Everyone knows that the bar is 
bugged, so watch what you say. 
Drinks in the bar and tickets to the 
ballet are very cheap. There are no 
parks in the city, they are outside with 
lakes and fountains. There are many 
statues all over the city including in the 
train stations. 
 
Due to the current situation our 
meetings are unfortunately cancelled 
until further notice.  When the situation 
changes I will send the information in 
Network and it will be available on our 
Facebook page.          

Marion Oxlade 
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Beckington School   

Flight 

Big U.F.O.s fly high, 

UP,UP,UP into the blue sky, 

 

Past Mars and six million stars, 

Aliens use laser guns in galaxies 
with different suns, 

 

U.F.O.S fly down from the moon, 

The other aliens say they will be 
back soon. 

By Theo Rooth 
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Springmead School 

Springmead Wake and Shake for Sport Relief 
 

The whole school took part in a wake and shake all in the name 
of charity for Sports Relief. What a fabulous bunch of children 
and staff we have!! 
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Rode & District Gardening 
Club 

Our March meeting started with a 
quick AGM when we were delighted to 
welcome Tracey Gardener as our new 
treasurer. We then enjoyed a talk on 
No Dig Gardening, postponed from 
last year. Stephanie Hafferty has been 
kitchen gardening with Charles 
Dowding, working for Cameron 
Mcintosh and worked at Hadspen 
House which has now become the 
Newt and is currently doing the 
vegetable garden for the Hauser and 
Worth Gallery in Bruton.  
  The idea of no-dig has been around 
for a while; students at Kew are 
encouraged to do the comparison by 
cultivating their plots half dug and half 
no-dig so they can assess the 
differences. National Trust kitchen 
gardens have gone over to no-dig 
methods. Essentially no-dig maintains 
the structure of the soil and allows 
organisms to transfer moisture and 
nutrients through to roots to establish 
healthy plants. The key to this is good 
compost spread on the soil in spring 
and left undisturbed, no digging it in. 
Any sort of compost, home made, 
mushroom, local authority, woodchip, 
manure as long as it is well rotted will 
work. A layer of 5cms should be 
enough for a year. This helps to 
maintain moisture and helps soil 
condition. Compost is gradually drawn 
into the soil by worms which helps 
with drainage on clay soils and will 
help bulk up lighter soils. Fungal 
networks, which are very site specific, 
are developed and lead to healthy soil 
and plants. Compost is the key with 
patience being needed to let material 
rot properly. Turning home made 

compost heaps will speed up 
composting but left alone it will all rot 
eventually. For the impatient, hot 
composting bins will rot everything 
including food and bones. 
  Stephanie recommended sowing 
vegetables in modules indoors and 
planting out into the layer of compost. 
Beetroot, onions, leeks, salad onions 
can all be multi-sown with a few seeds 
in each module which will grow on to 
be harvested in a clump, producing 
more, smaller vegetables. Lettuce can 
be grown individually but harvested by 
picking single leaves from each plant 
which will be replaced in days 
maintaining a continuous supply. This 
can be sustained all year by sowing 
fresh plants about 4 times a year and 
picking fewer leaves from plants kept 
undercover in winter. Clearing debris 
from the beds will discourage slugs 
which don't like the compost surface. 
The layer of compost will prevent the 
growth of many annual weeds but 
perennial weeds should be excluded 
as much as possible. Stephanie uses 
environ mesh to cover crops to keep 
off pests. 
 
Stephanie was thanked for a brilliantly 
informative evening which encouraged 
us all to give it a go. If you want to 
start from scratch or find out more look 
at www. nodighome.com or www. 
charlesdowding.co.uk 
 At time of going to press future 
meetings have been cancelled in line 
with recommendations. 
 

Averil Morrow 
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Beckington Memorial Hall 

The Memorial Hall Committee are 
pleased to welcome two new 
representatives; 
Floor Holmes from the Beckington 
Players and Hannah Drury from 
Springmead School. 
A very warm welcome to them both. 
Can we take this opportunity to invite 
more people, from the village in 
general, regular hall users and any 
clubs to follow their lead. 
 
We meet every second Monday of the 
month at 7.00pm in the Clifford Suite. 
 
We were very pleased to receive a 
generous cheque from the Beckington 
Players from the Pantomime. Thank 
you Players for all your hard work and 
generosity of performance. 
 
200 Club 
The winners this month were Chris 
Rose and Steve Jenkins. 
 
Beckington Book Exchange  

The Beckington Book Exchange is 
now open!  
 
The Beckington Book Exchange is 
situated inside St George’s Church, on 
a bookcase on the far wall, not far 
from the children’s play area. The 
Church is open daily from around 9.00 
am until dusk. 
 
If you have not already seen for 
yourself what the Book Exchange has 
to offer why not wander along with a 
book you have enjoyed and swap it for 
another good read. You will find 
fiction, non-fiction, hardbacks and 

paperbacks. We’d love it to be well 
used and enjoyed by the village but 
please remember to keep the shelves 
tidy for people attending the church for 
services.  
 
Thank you to the many people in the 
village that have donated books.  
 
Please send comments, suggestions 
and feedback to me on 
zamund@btinternet.com or 01373 
454439 

Roz Serle 
 

 
Beckington Group Mothers’ 

Union 

We were fortunate that our Mothering 
Sunday tea took place earlier in the 
month, and we were able to meet for a 
friendly gathering, enjoying tea and 
home-made cakes, and raising money 
for some of the MU projects 
supporting families throughout the 
world. 
 
Sadly, we have now been informed 
that all MU activities have been 
cancelled, so there will be no 
meetings until further notice.  Please 
pray for one another at this difficult 
time, and try to keep in touch to offer 
support and friendship, especially to 
those who live alone.   
  
 

Rosemary Ball 
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Parents & Toddlers 
 

We Meet every Tuesday 
between 2 p.m. and 3.30 
p.m. in the Beckington 
Baptist Church Hall. 
 

Everyone welcome, 
especially new families 
who have just moved 
into the area. 
 

More details: Freda 
830597 

 

 

 

Coffee with an Architect? 
 
Thinking about a project? 
 
An Architect with over 20 years’ experience 
and a genuine love of historic buildings and 
coffee,    I would be happy to meet and 
discuss your plans and ideas. For a free 
initial chat please contact: 
 
 Anna Hammond BA DipArch Msc ARB 
e: annahammond@ymail.com 
m: 0772 941 1360  t: 01373 834439

!! Spaces now available !!

 

  BECKINGTON 
PHYSIOTHERAPY  

PRACTICE 
 

Has relocated to 
Shawford Farm (A36) Beckington BA11 6SQ

 
Keep active with Physiotherapy 

 
Alison Rossiter MCSP, SRP 

Lesley Fussell MCSP, SRP, AACP 
 

 Each with over 30 years of experience 
specialising in treatment of muscle, and 

joint problems including: 
Back and neck pain 

Work and posture related disorders, 
Sports injuries, 

Joint and muscle problems following 
accidents and surgery, Arthritic conditions.

 
Home visits can be arranged. 

 

01373 831483 
Email arossiterphysio@gmail.com

lfussellphysio@gmail.com 
 

Come and see us at our new address 
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• Locally based architect with a personal & individual approach 
• Extensive experience blending traditional and modern architecture 
• Expertise in Listed Building and Conservation Area Design 
• Elegant, simple designs; creating efficient, innovative uses of space 
• Track record of 100% successful planning applications 

Visit www.amarchitecture.co.uk to see recent projects 
Or call 01373 831585 to arrange an initial free consultation 

 

Abi McGillivray is a member of the Royal Institute of British Architects & is registered as an architect under the Architects Act 1997 

 INTERIOR 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE Kaaren Arenka Mobile: 07707 156 498 Email: kaaren.arenka@gmail.com 
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From your Rector elect, Reverend 
Prebendary Ronnie Crossman 

 
Dear Friends 
 
As I write the world feels a very 
different place than it did just a few 
days ago. We are all living with the 
effects of Covid-19. I want you to 
know how much you are all in my 
thoughts and prayers at this time. I 
already feel part of you, although I 
have yet to meet most of you. My 
heart really is with you all as a 
community. I know you are all trying to 
find ways to support each other. My 
arrival in July seems a very long way 
away and even if we are still not able 
to exercise a public ministry, I shall be 
with you.  
I also know many of you would like to 
know a little more about the person 
who will be joining you as their Rector, 
so I’ll do my best to share a little of my 
story knowing there will be more to 
share once I’ve arrived.  
 
I grew up in a small village just outside 
Exeter in Devon. Apparently from a 
very early age I used to “play 
churches” with my dolls and teddy 
bears by sitting them all up and 
holding pretend services! I even wrote 
sermons from the age of seven. (My 
mum told me this!). It was probably 
because my dad was a Diocesan 
Reader, and would travel to villages 
across Devon taking services and 
playing the organ. I would go with him 
and sometimes even pump the organ 
in the remote places with no 
electricity.  
 
My childhood faith moved from play 
time to something very real when I 

was ten. 
That’s when I 
started 
reading the 
bible for 
myself and 
started 
following 
daily reading 
notes. I 
remember 
my 
confirmation 
being a really significant moment even 
though I was still only eleven. I think 
this is why I value the faith 
development and leadership potential 
in our young people. I was still a 
teenager when I felt called in a very 
real way to full time ministry. 
 
As a student I attended a very large 
evangelical church in Exeter for 
evening worship and a smaller house 
church in the morning. I was a 
member of the Paramedical Student 
Christian Fellowship and Christian 
Union in Exeter University whilst I 
trained as an Occupational Therapist.  
Over the years I have had the 
privilege of experiencing many 
different church styles and 
denominations. I even worked for the 
Lutheran Church in Germany for a 
year.  
 
I was ordained in 1993, priested in 
1994. I have been a university 
chaplain in Bristol and Bavaria. From 
2002-2010 I was team missioner in a 
large parish of around 27,000 in 
Portishead as we attempted to plant a 
new worshipping community on a very 
large new estate in a new school.  I 
became vicar to the parish of 
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Highbridge in 2010. I worked very 
closely with the Baptist Church and we 
set up a foodbank and other support in 
the community.  
Since September of last year I have 
been Diocesan Vocations Coordinator 
in Salisbury Diocese. This was a 
ministry to which I could bring a wide 
experience of churchmanship and to 
embrace the extensive theological 
views that make up our Anglican 
communion. I’ve always been involved 
with the local schools and what I have 
missed most in my current job is 
popping into a school to help out with 
breakfast, loitering in the staff room, 
leading worship and I even miss the 
banter of a governor meeting!  When 
my diocesan post looked as if it would 
change, I decided to return to parish 
ministry and placed an application to 
Beckington Benefice.  
 
Myself and my partner, Liz are very 
much looking forward to worshipping 
with you. We bring a chubby cat called 
Ariki and hope to adopt a puppy once 
we’ve settled in to our new home. We 
have an extensive family who live 
across the country many of whom we 
hope you will meet over time. We 
hope our home will be a place of 
welcome and look forward to getting to 
know you all. 
In my daily reading this morning I 
stumbled upon a reading in 
Philippians that seems appropriate as 
we seek to share God’s love with 
those around us, even at a distance. 
 “Live your life in a manner worthy of 
the gospel of Christ……..stand firm in 
one spirit, striving side by side with 
one mind for the faith of the gospel, 
and are in no way intimidated by your 
opponents……”  

Philippians 1:27-28 
 
Sadly our opponent at the moment is 
a tiny virus with a huge capacity to 
destroy. But it can’t destroy our love 
and compassion for others.  
With our continued prayer in these 
difficult times. 
 

Ronnie & Liz 
 
 
 

Beckington Astronomical 
Society 

(www.beckingtonas.org) 
In view of the coronavirus situation the 
April meeting of the society has been 
cancelled. It is doubtful if any further 
meetings will be held before 
September. Please visit our website 
for the latest information or give me a 
ring.  
Venus will be close to its brightest and 
very easy to identify as it is the 
brightest object in the western evening 
night sky (apart from the moon). With 
good binoculars you should be able to 
see Venus as a crescent. Interestingly 
Venus at its brightest is a crescent as 
it is closer to the Earth than it is when 
it is close to a full disc 

John Ball    tel.  01373 830 419 
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Basic Computers 
Broadband issues 
Are you confused? 
Software/hardware a challenge 
Instruction provided 
Contact Ian Tucker 
01373 813353 or 07889 767886

basiccomputers59@gmail.com 

Short-term 
counselling 

for support & effective 
personal change 

Ingrid Schultz 
Counsellor & Couple Counsellor 

Reg.MBACP(Accred) 
www.ingridschultz.co.uk 

07815465798 
20 years clinical experience 

Open-ended counselling also available

 
Frome and District 

Cats Protection have many cats 
in care who need a loving 

home. Please can you help? 
 

Contact us on 07733 390345 
Website http://frome.cats.org.uk 

Property and Building Maintenance
Malcolm Stock 

 
Here to Help 
45 yrs Experience 
 
Free quotations given
 

Office: 01373 672090 
Email: malcstock@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Patios, Painting – Interior & Exterior 
Stone work, Brick work. Paths, Fencing 
Pointing work, Roof repairs 

 

Public Liability insurance £5 Million
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Beckington Parish Council 

Webbs Mead Ditch 
 

Following on from last moths report 
about this ditch, it has now been 
confirmed by the Senior Asset 
Maintenance Officer at Mendip District 
Council that the ditch is indeed in the 
ownership of the District Council.  
 

Further work is going to be schooled 
for the Summer as the District Council 
are going to dig it out. The ditch play 
an important part in the drainage of 
the Allotments that are currently 
waterlogged. 
 

COVID-19 
 

At the time of writing, the government 
has said that all non-necessary 
contact should be avoided. The 
Government has been urged to pass 
emergency legislation that would allow 
local government business to be 
conducted by conference call. At this 
point (17th March) no such facility 
exists so the Parish Council will have 
to continue to hold meetings to make 
formal decisions. However, the 
meetings will be short and to the point. 
While the Public will still be allowed to 

attend, you will not be encouraged to 
attend and there will be no public 
participation. If you wish to make an 
approach to the Parish Council, then 
please do so by letter or email. As you 
can imagine only the core services will 
be carried out over the coming 
months.  
 

Want more space from over-taking 
drivers? Wear a hi-vis vest with an 
arrow, says study 
 

Researchers in Canada have said that 
cyclists who wear high-visibility vests 
with an arrow pointing to the left 
results in motorists giving them more 
space when overtaking.  
 

The Parish Council is very keen to 
promote safe cycling so we are 
highlighting the existence of such 
jackets that can be bought from all 
good cycling shops and of course 
online. Don’t buy a Canadian jacket 
though, as you will need a UK one 
with the arrow pointing to the right!   

Simon Pritchard, Parish Clerk 
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The Blue House, Frome 
provides rented sheltered 
accommodation for the  

over 55s. Located in the heart of the 
town we offer 17 self-contained flats. 
To find out more, please visit our 
website or contact the Manager. 

The Blue House, The Bridge, 
Frome, BA11 1AP  01373 462577 

 

enquiries@thebluehousefrome.co.uk 
www.thebluehouse.com 

Bed & Breakfast 
 

Eden Vale Farm 
Mill Lane 

Beckington 
Frome BA11 6SN 

 

Beckington 01373 - 830371 

 

Quiet riverside farmhouse 
Open all year 

En suite facilities 
Fishing available

MILLERS 
Electrical contractors 

Martin Miller 
► Fuseboard upgrades 
► Security lights 
► Underfloor heating 
► Heating installation & repairs 
► Telephone points 

01373 253266/07771 543383 
martin1.miller@blueyonder.co.uk 

www.millers-electrical.co.uk 

The Gentleman 
Painter/Builder 

Top quality painting and building work 
guaranteed, but minus the radio blasting out 
radio 1, swearing, cigarette smoke, constant 
tea drinking and associated annoyances. I 

have over fifteen years’ experience of careful
but efficient building and painting and 

decorating  
No job too small or large. 

Call Marc on 01373 813861 
or 07899 900077 marc@marcpeel.com

Tidy Garden Services 
 

For Regular Maintenance 
or One Off Jobs 

 

Very Competitive Rates. 
Friendly and Reliable. 

No Job Too Small! 
For a No Obligation Quote. 

Call/ Text - 07812991592 
Email - 

Tidygardenservices@hotmail.com 
 

Based In Standerwick. 

CARPENTER AND JOINER 
Martin Hale 

Professional Carpentry Services 
Custom Made Joinery 

All interior & exterior work 
Renovation & Maintenance 

Period properties a pleasure 
 

City & Guilds Qualified 
Quality service, free estimates 
North Bradley 01225 762495 

Mobile: 07768 838757 
Email: martin.hale27@gmail.com 

Dog Grooming 
Stephanie Penman 

 

Hand Stripping 
Bathing 

Trimming 
Clipping 

   Nail Clipping 
 

Tel: 01373 831566 
stephpenman@gmail.com 

 

Pensions, Retirement Planning, 
Equity Release,  
Wealth Management, 
Mortgages, Financial Protection 

07828 860 018 
joe@matherandmurray.co.uk 
www.matherandmurray.co.uk 

 

Joe Ricks 
 

Independent Financial 
Adviser 
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Affordable Private Counselling
 

Do you feel stressed or overwhelmed?
Do you feel down, flat or low? 

Are you struggling to cope with all that 
life throws at us? 

Finding a supportive, non-judgmental, 
confidential relationship to share and 
explore our problems can be vital at 

that point 
Talking to a counsellor can 

make all the difference 

 
For a free introductory session or to 
find out more text 07907728835 

or email: 
mkeuningcounselling@gmail.com

 

S.A.C Dip FHPT S.A.C Dip FHPP 
Fully Insured And Highly Trained 

 

For The Professional Treatment of: 
 

Corns • Callus • Cracked Heels • Athletes 
Foot • Fungal Infections • Nail Cutting • 
Thickened Nails • In growing Nails • Diabetic 
Foot Care • Verrucas  
 

Contact Sharon on 
01373 836734 or 07728 200402 

 

12 Sunny Hill, Nunney, Frome, BA11 4ND 
Home Visits also Available. 

SHARON’S FOOT CLINIC

Café Deli Gifts Catering 
 

Serving breakfasts, lunches and cakes from 
9am until 5pm, Monday to Saturday 
Homemade ice creams and wine also served 

Offering bespoke catering for all your entertaining needs, 
private lunches, canapé parties, weddings, celebration 

cakes and much more 
Please visit our website for further information 

www.mesamiscafedeli.co.uk 
Mes Amis, 12 Bath Road, Beckington, BA11 6SW 

01373 830723
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Happy Paws &Walks
  Pet services based in Beckington 

• Dog Walking 
• Cat Sitting 
• Small Animal Visits 
• Drop in Visits 
• House Sitting 
 Contact Liz Kelly now: 
 Tel: 07809763041 / 01373 831537 
 Email: happypawsandwalks@gmail.com 
 Facebook: www.facebook.com/happypawsandwalks 

 

 
  
 

 

RML tackles all 
your plumbing and 
heating needs from 
bespoke 
bathrooms to 
central heating 
upgrades including

underfloor heating, water heaters 
and any plumbing repair job. 
 
Ryan Lewis, Southwick, BA14 9QD

Mobile: 07539 362 574 
info@rmlplumbingandheating.co.uk
Facebook:@RMLPLUMBINGANDHEATING
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Gary Holt 
 

Painting, Decorating and 
Plastering Services 

Interior, Exterior, Domestic & 
Commercial  

Dry-lining, Plastering 
 

Over 20 years Experience 
Fully Insured 

Clean Tidy Work 
Free Quotation 

 
 
 
 

Tel: 01373 814642 

 

Mobile: 078 913 12503 

 
 

8 Longfield, Mells, Frome 
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Richard Robbins
Trained gardener 

with 25 years experience. 
 

All aspects of garden care undertaken. 
Horticultural Consultancy. 

 

LAWN CARE | HEDGES | PRUNING GRAVE 
TENDING/TIDYING | PLANTING PLANS 

For your gateway to a better 
garden 

Tel: Mobile: 07510 130083 
richard.robbins@live.co.uk

 

Seymours Court B & B 
 

Seymours Court Farm, 
Beckington, Somerset. BA11 6TS 

Tel: 01373 830466 
Web: www.seymourscourt.co.uk 

Mail: info@seymourscourt.co.uk  
 

Fifteenth century country house 
providing luxury bed and breakfast. 

 

Also venue for marquee based wedding 
receptions. Relaxed rural surroundings 

with a historic house backdrop 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Reliable and trustworthy 
 

Competitive rates, 
no job too small 

 

Tel: 07849 717702 

D HURLE 
PLASTERING 

SERVICE 

 Do you need 
 a Plumber? 

Paul Antell Plumbing 
07890 366832 
01373 467427 

Professional, Friendly, Reliable & Local 
paulantellplumbing@talktalk.net 
www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk 
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Beckington Planning 
Applications 

For details see: 
https://publicaccess.mendip.gov.uk/onl
ine-applications/. 
 
Parish Clerk Decision 
 

2020/0546/LBC - Alterations to 
existing dwelling and annexe, 
including replacement windows and 
doors, internal alterations and partial 
demolition to reopen blocked opening 
on ground floor. 
Wool Hall Castle Corner Beckington 
 

2020/0545/HSE - Alterations to 
existing dwelling and annexe, 
including replacement windows and 
doors, internal alterations and partial 
demolition to reopen blocked opening 
on ground floor 
Wool Hall Castle Corner Beckington  
 

2018/0971/HSE - The removal of a 
modern extension, the reinstatement 
of original fenestration, repair works, 
and the provision of a single storey 
rear extension, with associated hard 
and soft landscaping (amended 
scheme). 
15 Castle Corner Beckington 
Parish Council recommendation: No 
Objection 
 
The Woodlanders Music Hall 

Seeks Good Causes 

The Woodlanders, Somerset’s longest 
running music hall, is famous for their 
annual music hall shows at East 
Woodlands Village Hall, near 
Longleat. They always welcome new 
members and are inviting any budding 
thespians, musicians, costume 
makers, prop makers, painters etc 

who would be interested in joining 
them for this year’s Variety show - 
which runs from Tuesday 13th October 
to Saturday 17th October to contact 
Trudi on 01373 462745.  
 
Anyone interested in joining the group 
is invited to come along to one of our 
meetings; the next ones are on the 
following Monday's – 6th April (AGM) 
7.30pm and 4th May at 8pm at the 
Horse and Groom pub at East 
Woodlands. If you prefer you can 
always give them a call on 01373 
462745 or visit 
their website www.thewoodlanders.org
.uk for more information. 
 
Each year, the Woodlanders donate 
the proceeds from their show to local 
communities. Last year’s donations 
totalled over £1,500. To be 
considered, applicants need to state 
the group or organisation they are 
representing, why they would like a 
donation and what they would do with 
the money. Requests should be sent 
to: The Secretary, The Woodlanders, 
Mrs T Whittock, Windsbatch Lane, 
Oldford, Frome, BA11 2NN. All 
requests must be received by 6th April. 
  
This year the Woodlanders Music Hall 
AGM is on 6th April at 7.30pm at the 
Horse & Groom Pub (in the 
conservatory), East Woodlands.  
  
If you belong to or know of a local 
charity or good cause please contact 
us if you would like to be considered 
for a donation. 
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Public worship in all churches has 
been temporarily suspended, but the 
life and worship of the church 
continues – albeit in a different way. 
See pages 3-4 for more details.   
 
Church of England resources: 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more
/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-
guidance-churches 
 
scroll down to “Digital resources” or go 
to: 
 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more
/media-centre/online-church 
 
To search for traditional Book of 
Common Prayers Services: 
https://www.pbs.org.uk/churches-and-
services/-1 
 
Premier Christian Radio    Online, on 
DAB radio or Freeview channel 725 
 

 
St. Bart’s (C of E,) Bath 
 
The Bible encourages us not to 
neglect meeting together but to 
encourage one another… (Hebrews 
10:24-25), and we can do that in a 
“virtual” way. We will be live-streaming 
a short ‘no congregation’ service at 
10.30am starting each Sunday. Do 
use your laptop, tablet, smart TV or 
smartphone to access our YouTube 
channel and join in with others: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC
aeZiiKhF3K_sPntUz1Bbcw 
 
 

SERVICES April 2020 
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Please check with organisers before 
venturing out 

 

May 16 St. George’s Plant Sale & Coffee 
Morning 10am-noon  

May 26 W.I. Outing to Denman (Tuesday) 

Jun 3 MU,2.15, Lahs Place. Talk - from 
Curate to Bishop's wife 

Jun 4 W.I. Colourful Buttonholes 

Jun 14 Beckington Open Gardens for 
Friends of St. George’s 2pm 

Jul 1 MU Cream Teas, 2.30pm 

Jul 2 W.I. Curious Bath 

Jul 25 Rodden Barbecue at Flintford 
Farm,6.00pm 

Aug 6 W.I. Social Evening – shared supper & 
Quiz 

Aug 21 RBL Biennial Fundraising Dinner at 
Beckington Memorial Hall 

Sep 3 W.I. Behind the Scenes at the National 
Trust 

Oct 1 W.I. Down the Garden Path 

Oct 3 St George’s Barn Dance 

Oct 5 Rodden Harvest Supper 7.00pm 

Nov 5 W.I. ‘Refresh’ and talk on Rwanda 

Nov 6 St. George’s Early Christmas Market 

Nov 13-15 Beckington Benefice Weekend 
Away, Sidmouth 

Nov 21  Rodden Festive Soup & Puds,12-
2pm. 

Dec 3 W.I. Kingdom of the Ice Bears 

Diary Dates

 

The calendar of activities in St. George’s church is online at 
www.beckington.org.uk/stgeorgescalendar 

 
Our special thanks to volunteer 
emergency distributors who are 

stepping in to hand deliver 
Network to you. 

 
There are additional copies in 
churches which are remaining 

open as much as possible. 


