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April Services for Holy 
Week & Easter 
Palm Sunday                          
28th March 10am zoom church. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8374
7451613?pwd=czk1b3VWYmtN
WmtwSUZxNXlCOStDUT09 
Meeting ID: 837 4745 1613         
Passcode: Psalm121 
6.30pm Said Evensong at Rodden 
Maundy Thursday                      
7.30pm Communion at Rodden 
Good Friday                                
9am zoom church 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8101
7824605?pwd=Q3RFaUF5UVFk
bnB1UDRsa3hQV2p0Zz09 
Meeting ID: 810 1782 4605         
Passcode: Cross 
2pm Service of Readings and music 
at the foot of the cross at Berkley. 

Easter Day                               
6.30am Outside Dawn Service, St 
George’s Beckington 
 
9.00am Communion at Berkley 
 
10.30am Communion at Beckington 
Please book for this service via 
Maria Beaven 07940420596  
maria.beaven@outlook.com 
 
6.30pm Communion at Rodden 
 
Please visit www.lullandorch.org.uk 
for details of services at Lullington & 
Orchardleigh. 
 
 

Parish 
     St. George’s 

Beckington 
 
 

 4th April 06.30am 
10.30am 

See Above 

 11th April 10.00am Communion with Berkley 
 18th April 10.00am BCP Matins 
 25th April 10.00am Holy Communion 

St. Mary’s 
Berkley 

 2nd April 2.00pm Good Friday Service 
 4th April 9.00am Holy Communion 

  18th April 9.00am All Age Worship 
     All Saints 

Rodden 
 1st April 7.30pm Maundy Thursday Service 
 3rd April 6.30pm Easter Communion 

  18th April 6.30pm Evensong 
Lullington & 
Orchardleigh 

 
Services at 
Lullington 

 4th April 11am BCP Holy Communion 
 11th April 11am BCP Matins 
 18th April 11am BCP Matins 
 25th April 11am BCP Holy Communion 

Beckington 
Baptist Church 

 4th April 
 

3pm Services each Sunday at 3pm to 
which all are welcome 
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Network 
April 2021 

Beckington 
Berkley 
Lullington & Orchardleigh 
Rodden 

The Beckington Group of Parishes 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8374
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8101
mailto:maria.beaven@outlook.com
http://www.lullandorch.org.uk
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Church Officers 
Beckington 

Safe Guarding 
Officer 

Dr J Beaven 830535 

PCC Secretary Vacant  
Church Wardens 
wardens.beckington
@gmail.com 
 

Deputy 

Judith Craig 830970 
Su Coates  
Maria Beaven 830535 

maria.beaven@outlook.com 
Treasurer Henry Coates  831644 
 beckingtontreasurer@gmail.com 
 Berkley 
PCC Secretary Caroline White  
 white2caroline@gmail.com 
Church Warden Jeanette Hayward 832315 
 jeanette@jhayward.plus.com 
Treasurer Christine Eyres  
 c.eyres17@gmail.com 
 Rodden 
PCC Secretary Melanie Pattinson 07803327381
Treasurer Michael Ruddick 464463 

michaelruddick@rocketmail.com 
  Church Wardens Jim Beck 464574 
           alecbeck@talktalk.net 
 Jim Dowling 462515 

flintford2@gmx.co.uk 
               Lullington with Orchardleigh                

https://lullandorch.org.uk   Twitter: @LullandOrch 
 

email addresses end with …@lullandorch.org.uk 
Churchwardens: wardens@... 
Glyn & Ruth Bridges 01225 755784 
Jenny Ladd 01373 830514  
Treasurer: Jo Rathmell treasurer@… 
Weddings: Jenny Ladd weddings@.. 
Baptisms: baptisms@… 
Director of Music: David King music@…. 
Verger: Jeanette Hayward weddverger@... 

CONTACT LIST 
 

Readers Dr. J. Beaven 830535 

Mr. G. Bridges 01225 755784 
Mr. S. McKie 830369 

Readers PTO 
(Permission 
to Officiate) 

Mr. H. M. Daniel  

  
Cdr. E. Phillimore 830677 

Baptist Minister:   The Revd. M. I. White 
Email: blythehouseconsultancy@gmail.com 

453334 
07971 438694 

 

 

Beckington Web Site: 
Awaiting reconstruction 

  Beckington School Web Site: 
  www.beckingtonandmellsfederation.co.uk  

Berkley School Web Site: 
www.berkleyschool.co.uk 

 

 Springmead School Web Site: 
www.springmead.com 

 

Beckington Memorial Hall 
Sara Coffield 01373 710210 

beckingtonmemorialhall.org.uk 
 

Beckington Parish Council 
   beckingtonparishcouncil.org.uk 
 Clerk: Simon Pritchard 07792 478960        

Berkley Parish Council 
 Clerk: Janet Harvey 01373 832303 

 

Bell ringing practice 
at St. George’s is every Thursday 
from 7.30 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Tower Captain: J Ball 830419 
johnagball.51@gmail.com 
 

Beckington Group Mothers’ Union 
Branch Leaders: Jenny Ayrton 01373 
830208 & Jacky Lobley. Meets 1st 
Wed in the month except August. 
 

Beckington Tower Lighting 
Mary Hickling 01373 830274 
 

Beckington Pre-School 
beckingtonpre-school.co.uk 

 
Please submit items for publication in the 
May issue to: 
beckington.network@gmail.com 
to arrive no later than 12 noon on  

April 20th 
For Network Advertising: Mrs. J. Evemy 
Please call after 4pm during weekdays

07540 133396 Julie@evemy.net 

Rector Ronnie Crossman 
The Rectory 8 Church Street 
Beckington 
Frome BA11 6TG 
RectorRonnie@outlook.com 
01373 831680 / 07712 117721 
Ronnie keeps Fridays free for 
rest, family and friends 
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Seymours Court B & B 

 
Seymours Court Farm, 

Beckington, Somerset. BA11 6TS 
Tel: 01373 830466 

Web: www.seymourscourt.co.uk 
Mail: info@seymourscourt.co.uk  

 
Fifteenth century country house 

providing luxury bed and 
breakfast. 

 
Also venue for marquee based 

wedding receptions. 
 Relaxed rural surroundings with a 

historic house backdrop  
 
 

  

 

mailto:@gmail.com
mailto:maria.beaven@outlook.com
mailto:beckingtontreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:white2caroline@gmail.com
mailto:jeanette@jhayward.plus.com
mailto:c.eyres17@gmail.com
mailto:michaelruddick@rocketmail.com
mailto:alecbeck@talktalk.net
mailto:flintford2@gmx.co.uk
https://lullandorch.org.uk
mailto:@lullandorch.org.uk
mailto:blythehouseconsultancy@gmail.com
http://www.beckingtonandmellsfederation.co.uk
http://www.berkleyschool.co.uk
http://www.springmead.com
mailto:johnagball.51@gmail.com
mailto:beckington.network@gmail.com
mailto:Julie@evemy.net
mailto:RectorRonnie@outlook.com
http://www.seymourscourt.co.uk
mailto:info@seymourscourt.co.uk
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Gary Holt 
 

Painting, Decorating and 
Plastering Services 

Interior, Exterior, Domestic & 
Commercial  

Dry-lining, Plastering 
 

Over 20 years Experience 
Fully Insured 

Clean Tidy Work 
Free Quotation 

 
 
 
 

Tel: 01373 814642 

 

Mobile: 078 913 12503 

 
 

8 Longfield, Mells, Frome 
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A Reflection 
 
Eastertide gives new hope as the wonder of the natural world continues to 
unfold. There is much joy in our hearts as we move gradually to a more 
relaxing way of life as more people receive vaccine jabs. We can have 
more confidence in being able to meet with each other in a less restricted 
way.   
There will of course be those who will wish that the Easter Parades etc., at 
present still having to be modified, could take place as they did in the past.    
We note however that folk press on, determined to celebrate, but as we 
move forward, we know we will have to adjust to situations that we 
encounter. We may have to re-establish links that were put under stress 
during the pandemic, but hopefully, we will rejoice in renewing things that 
were important in the past, these being resurrected for joy in the future. 
Many in society, both those with nominal or active church allegiance, will 
rejoice that the most important change that April brings is that churches will 
be reopening again for corporate worship, albeit still abiding by Covid 
regulations. We will be able to gather with others to celebrate again the real 
impact of Easter; the message that has sustained Christians through thick 
and thin. People will want to rejoice in the fact that there is life beyond the 
end of this life, as proved by the Resurrection of Jesus on the first Easter 
Day. We will, however, long for restrictions to be lifted to allow the joyful 
singing of hymns of Easter Praise. 
Those who would celebrate the true joy and hope of Easter will read the 
Gospel story (eg. Luke Ch. 22-Ch 24), telling of the events. The joy of 
Easter will be relived, celebrating collectively the demonstration of the love 
of God revealed in the life, teaching and death of Jesus; we honour him as 
God’s gift of love to the world, by whom men and women can be made right 
with God. The fear of Death removed; the Grace of God discovered. 
In the prelude to Easter Day, we consider in depth the Passion of our Lord:  
the Last Supper at which the sacrament of Holy Communion was instituted, 
the agony in the garden, the betrayal by Judas, the mock trial and the brutal 
crucifixion. Following this we read of what might be deemed to be end of 
the story: the burial of the body, the closing and sealing of the tomb, the 
end. If this were indeed the end of the Jesus story, how sad we would be. 
Following death and burial, however, comes resurrection. The stone was 
rolled away to reveal an empty tomb; Jesus had risen, death defeated and 
the news that there is life beyond death. It is at this point that Christian faith 
began to develop as Jesus reveals himself first to Mary, and then to others 
of the disciples. In the weeks following, he appeared to many others who in 
turn believed.  “He is not dead, He has risen!” It is the testimony of many 
who would sing; “Christ is risen, Hallelujah, Christ is Risen from the dead.”  
I seek to serve a Risen Saviour who’s in the world today: do you? 
 

Michael White, Baptist Minister. 
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Parents & Toddlers  
 

We Meet every Tuesday between 2 
p.m. and 3.30 p.m. in the Beckington 
Baptist Church Hall. 

 

Everyone welcome, especially new 
families who have just moved into 
the area. 
 

More details: Freda 830597 

. 

 
• Farm shop • Deli 

• Home reared pork, vegetables 
& salad grown on farm 
• Own free-range eggs 

• White Row fish counter 
• White Row butchery 

• Café/Restaurant/Grill – open for 
evening meals 

• Gift shop & florist (weddings, 
funerals & special occasions) 

• Take Away fish & chips 
 

Monday - Friday   9 am to 6 p.m. 
Saturday 9 am to 5 p.m. 
Sunday  10 am to 2 p.m.  

   (café to 4pm) 
Restaurant: Thurs-Sat from 5.30pm 
 

White Row Farm Shop, 
Beckington BA11 6TN 

Tel: 01373 830798 
www.whiterowfarm.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

No Mole 
 No Fee 
  

Mole Catcher 
 
01373 836350 
 

07512 681111 

 

 

Stephen Cooper 
Piano Tuner and Restorer 

since 1985 
 

For piano tuning, repairs and restoration 
work. 

 
I cover the City of Bath and surrounding towns 

and villages. 
 

Contact me to book a tuning, get a quote, 
or just for advice. 

  

07854 232 191 
stephencooper1969@hotmail.co.uk 

www.pianotunerbath.co.uk 
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Local, reliable & trustworthy 
Tree surgery & hedge cutting service 

Zac Welsh       info@greenhilltreecare.co.uk 

Tel: 07584097833              Contact for no obligation free written quotation 

City & Guilds NPTC qualified 

Fully insured      www.greenhilltreecare.co.uk 

 
 

 

RML tackles all 
your plumbing and 
heating needs from 
bespoke 
bathrooms to 
central heating 
upgrades including 

underfloor heating, water heaters 
and any plumbing repair job. 
 
Ryan Lewis, Southwick, BA14 9QD 

Mobile: 07539 362 574 
info@rmlplumbingandheating.co.uk 
Facebook:@RMLPLUMBINGANDHEATING 

 The nice thing about 
becoming forgetful 
is that you can hide 

your own Easter 
eggs ! 

http://www.whiterowfarm.co.uk
mailto:stephencooper1969@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.pianotunerbath.co.uk
mailto:info@greenhilltreecare.co.uk
http://www.greenhilltreecare.co.uk
mailto:info@rmlplumbingandheating.co.uk
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The Blue House, Frome 
provides rented sheltered 
accommodation for the  

over 55s. Located in the heart of the 
town we offer 17 self-contained flats. 
To find out more, please visit our 
website or contact the Manager. 

The Blue House, The Bridge, 
Frome, BA11 1AP  01373 462577  

 

enquiries@thebluehousefrome.co.uk 
www.thebluehouse.com 

 
Bed & Breakfast 

 
Eden Vale Farm 

Mill Lane 
Beckington 

Frome BA11 6SN 
 

Beckington 01373 - 830371 

 

Quiet riverside farmhouse 
Open all year 

En suite facilities 
Fishing available 

MILLERS 
Electrical contractors 

Martin Miller 
► Fuseboard upgrades 
► Security lights 
► Underfloor heating 
► Heating installation & repairs 
► Telephone points 

01373 253266/07771 543383 
martin1.miller@blueyonder.co.uk 

www.millers-electrical.co.uk 

 

The Gentleman 
Painter/Builder 

Top quality painting and building work 
guaranteed, but minus the radio blasting out 
radio 1, swearing, cigarette smoke, constant 
tea drinking and associated annoyances. I 

have over fifteen years’ experience of careful 
but efficient building and painting and 

decorating  
No job too small or large. 

Call Marc on 01373 813861 
or 07899 900077 marc@marcpeel.com 

CARPENTER AND JOINER 
Martin Hale 

Professional Carpentry Services 
Custom Made Joinery 

All interior & exterior work 
Renovation & Maintenance 
Period properties a pleasure 

 

City & Guilds Qualified 
Quality service, free estimates 
North Bradley 01225 762495 

Mobile: 07768 838757 
Email: martin.hale27@gmail.com 

Dog Grooming 
Stephanie Penman 

 

Hand Stripping 
Bathing 

Trimming 
Clipping 

   Nail Clipping 
 

Tel: 01373 831566 
stephpenman@gmail.com 

 
 

 

Pensions, Retirement Planning, 
Equity Release,  
Wealth Management, 
Mortgages, Financial Protection 

07828 860 018 
joe@matherandmurray.co.uk 
www.matherandmurray.co.uk 

 

Joe Ricks 
 

Independent Financial 
Adviser 

Spotless Carpet 
Cleaning 

 
Local, professional, friendly and 

reliable.      
For a free, no obligation quote 

call 
07812 991592 

Spotlesscarpetcleaning1@hotmail.com 
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CLASSICAL BALLET, JAZZ, TAP 
HIP-HOP, DRAMA & SINGING 
DANCE CLASSES FOR CHILDREN 

FROM 3 YEARS 
T. 01373 474481 

debbie@danceworksfrome.co.uk 
www.danceworksfrome.co.uk 

 

 

 

Danceworks 

P B KENISTON 
FLOORING AND TILING 

SPECIALIST 
ALL FLOOR COVERINGS 

PROFESSIONALLY INSTALLED 
CARPET~VINYL~WOOD~LAMINATE~  

LVT (LUXURY VINYL TILES)~ 
SAFETY FLOORING 

CERAMIC & PORCELAIN FLOOR  
AND WALL TILING 

TEL 07775 814125 OR  
01373 464180 

Bespoke Tabby Chic 
Feline Holiday Homecare 

 

Mobile 07596970681 
E: bespoketabbychic@gmail.com 

Mrs Lisa Applegate 

Frome Farmers’ Market 

Frome Farmers’ Market takes place 
every month in the Cheese & Grain Hall 

in Frome. 
 

The market takes place every 2nd 
Saturday of the month all year round 

from 9am-1pm. 
 

www.somersetfarmersmarkets.co.uk 
 

 

Beckington Private Hire 
Ask to speak to Lisa or Malcolm to quote for your journey. 

 

                           

                      

Tel: 01373 831717 
 

 

mailto:enquiries@thebluehousefrome.co.uk
http://www.thebluehouse.com
mailto:martin1.miller@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.millers-electrical.co.uk
mailto:marc@marcpeel.com
mailto:martin.hale27@gmail.com
mailto:stephpenman@gmail.com
mailto:joe@matherandmurray.co.uk
http://www.matherandmurray.co.uk
mailto:Spotlesscarpetcleaning1@hotmail.com
mailto:debbie@danceworksfrome.co.uk
http://www.danceworksfrome.co.uk
mailto:bespoketabbychic@gmail.com
http://www.somersetfarmersmarkets.co.uk
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Short-term 
counselling 

for support & effective 
personal change 

Ingrid Schultz 
Counsellor & Couple Counsellor 

Reg.MBACP(Accred) 
www.ingridschultz.co.uk 

07815465798 
20 years clinical experience 

Open-ended counselling also available 
 

 

 
Frome and District 

Cats Protection have many cats 
in care who need a loving 

home. Please can you help? 
 

Contact us on 07733 390345 
Website http://frome.cats.org.uk 

Property and Building Maintenance 
Malcolm Stock 

 
Here to Help 
45 yrs Experience 
 
Free quotations given 
 

Office: 01373 672090 
Email: malcstock@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Patios, Painting – Interior & Exterior 
Stone work, Brick work. Paths, Fencing 
Pointing work, Roof repairs 

 

Public Liability insurance £5 Million

 

                   
              Basic Computers 
   

Bought a Computer 
Are you on Broadband 
Software/hardware a challenge 
Inspiration required 
Contact Ian on 01373 474602 or 
07889 767886 
basiccomputers59@gmail.com 

http://www.ingridschultz.co.uk
http://frome.cats.org.uk
mailto:malcstock@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:basiccomputers59@gmail.com


26 

   

Coffee with an Architect? 
 
Thinking about a project? 
 
An Architect with over 20 years’ experience 
and a genuine love of historic buildings and 
coffee,    I would be happy to meet and 
discuss your plans and ideas. For a free 
initial chat please contact: 
 
 Anna Hammond BA DipArch Msc ARB 
e: annahammond@ymail.com 
m: 0772 941 1360  t: 01373 834439 

  
  

Network is online! 
 
The online copy of Network can 
be found at: 
www.beckington.org.uk/church/n
etwork-magazine.htm 
and on the Information page at: 
beckingtonparishcouncil.org.uk  
 

 
BECKINGTON PHYSIOTHERAPY PRACTICE

 

Has relocated to 
Shawford Farm (A36) Beckington BA11 

6SQ 
 

Keep active with Physiotherapy 
 

 
Lesley Fussell MCSP, SRP, AACP 

 
 With over 30 years of experience 

specialising in treatment of muscle, and 
joint problems including: 

Back and neck pain 
Work and posture related disorders, 

Sports injuries, 
Joint and muscle problems following 

accidents and surgery, Arthritic 
conditions. 

 
Home visits can be arranged. 

 
01373 831483 

Email  
lfussellphysio@gmail.com 

 
Come and see us at our new address 

Mike The Handyman 
Honest, Local and Does a Good Job  

- Over 30 Years Experience 
 

Free Quotation 
Many Happy Clients 

 
Kitchen Fitting, Fitted Wardrobes, Flat Pack 

Service, Painting, Flooring, Brickwork, Pointing, 
Paving, Fencing, Pathways, Jet Washing and 

many other small DIY Projects 
 

Reliable and Affordable 
 

Call me and I will be There  
 

Office Mobile: 07768 139589 / 07938 995492 
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St. George’s 
Beckington 

 

 
 
 

 
Wilder Churches 
 
The newly re-activated “Eco sub-
committee” of St George’s PCC is 
now embarking on a plan to manage 
the churchyard in a way that 
encourages space for wildlife, and 
enhances biodiversity.  
This coincides with a joint project 
between Bath and Wells Diocese (of 
the Church of England) and 
Somerset Wildlife Trust, about to be 
launched under the title “Wilder 
Churches.”  
 
To start with, we will be allowing 
some areas of grass to grow a little 
longer, and other areas to continue 
growing until the end of the summer 
in order to allow wild flowers to grow 
up, and to support the insect life. We 
have chosen these areas carefully 
and our gardener will mow and strim 
to keep the grass short around the 
front of the church and between the 
graves. We have also created a new 
compost bin and would ask that all 
plant-based waste from the 
graveyard is placed in there, with 
non compostable waste in the 
green bins. We are looking forward 
to collaboration with Beckington First 
School, and the local community in 
this exciting project. 
 
In view of these plans, and recent 
distress caused by fouling in the 

graveyard, this is a plea to all dog 
owners to observe the request to 
keep your dogs on the lead at all 
times when walking through the 
churchyard, and please do not 
allow them to foul. Kindly respect 
those who have been laid to rest 
and their loved ones who visit, not to 
mention the gardener, and the 
church members who look after the 
churchyard and pay for its upkeep.  
 
Please also be aware that the field 
beyond the graveyard is private 
property which is rented for the 
school to use for recreation and 
sport. Please do not take dogs to 
exercise in this field, nor in the 
churchyard. 
 
With many thanks. 
 

Judith Craig (Churchwarden) 
Maria Beaven (Deputy 

Churchwarden) 
 
◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊ 
 

 
Floodlighting 

 
3rd March Casey 
  
"With so much love for Mike Casey 
from his family" 
 
If you would like the tower to be 
floodlit please contact: Mary Hickling 
maryhickling@btinternet.com or 
830274. Suggested donation £10 
payable to PCC Beckington. 
Thank you. 
 

mailto:annahammond@ymail.com
http://www.beckington.org.uk/church/n
mailto:lfussellphysio@gmail.com
mailto:maryhickling@btinternet.com
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St. Mary’s 
Berkley 
 
 
 

 
We are very grateful to the family of 
Jean Palmer, deceased, for the gift 
of a lawn mower for use in our 
churchyard and cemetery. This gift 
is very much appreciated.  
With many thanks.  

 
Jeanette Hayward 

 

All Saints 
Rodden 
 
 
 
 

The next services at Rodden Church 
will be 

Palm Sunday Evensong 
on Sunday 28th March @6.30pm 

….. 
Maundy Thursday Holy 

Communion 
on 1st  April  @7.30pm 

….. 
Easter Sunday 4th April  

Holy Communion @ 6.30pm 
April 18th 

Evensong @ 6.30pm 
 

James Dowling 
 
Beckington Memorial Hall 
We remain hopeful that we shall be 

back to a fully functional Hall 
by June 21st in line with 
Government guidelines. Very 
limited hiring is permitted 
from April 12th and a more 
extensive, although not 
complete, list from May 17th 
details of which are outlined 
on the Government Covid 
website. We would 
encourage potential hirers to 
contact the Hall Booking 
Secretary, Sara Coffield, 
should they be considering 
bookings in the near future. 

David Prince 

FRIENDS OF ST GEORGE’S 
PLANT SALE 

+ BOOKS & BRIC-A-BRAC  
 

SATURDAY 8th May 10am-12noon 
 

                OUTSIDE AT:  
 24 Bath Road,  
 29 Goose Street 
 Stepstones (next to the 

Baptist church) 
 

Social distancing strictly observed. 
Donations only as change cannot be 

given. 
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Reliable and trustworthy 
 

Competitive rates, 
no job too small 

 

Tel: 07849 717702 

D HURLE 
PLASTERING 

SERVICE 
 

 

 

S.A.C Dip FHPT S.A.C Dip FHPP 
Fully Insured And Highly Trained 

 

For The Professional Treatment of: 
 

Corns  Callus  Cracked Heels  Athletes 
Foot  Fungal Infections  Nail Cutting  
Thickened Nails  In growing Nails  Diabetic 
Foot Care  Verrucas  
 

Contact Sharon on 
01373 836734 or 07728 200402 

 

12 Sunny Hill, Nunney, Frome, BA11 4ND 
Home Visits also Available. 

SHARON’S FOOT CLINIC 
 

 INTERIOR 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

20+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Kaaren Arenka 
Mobile: 07707 156 498 

Email: kaaren.arenka@gmail.com 

mailto:@6.30pm
mailto:@7.30pm
mailto:kaaren.arenka@gmail.com
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Easter Prayer 
Dear generous, loving Father 
 
How can we thank you for the precious gift of your Son Jesus, for His 
life of obedience and servanthood, for His choosing to die that agonising 
death on a cruel cross, so that we can be forgiven, and most of all for 
His death-defeating resurrection on the first Easter morning and the gift 
of His Spirit to those who put their trust in Him? 
We can’t possibly thank you adequately Lord, but we want to try! Thank 
you, thank you Father, that Jesus, our Servant-King is alive, Lord of 
heaven and earth - and yet still serving us, so that we too can live and 
serve. Help us to be your Easter people and live lives of faithful witness 
to the living Lord, empowered by your Holy Spirit, building in all that we 
think, say or do for your kingdom to come. Hallelujah! 
Amen. 
                                                                                        Daphne Kitching 
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Springmead School 
Thinking about the needs of 
others                             
Springmead School has a firm 
commitment to charitable works and 
encouraging our pupils to proactively 
seek to help others; it is a core 
value, and one we take very 
seriously. As a school we support 
many charities but one in particular: 
Mercy in Action. This is a Bath 
based Christian charity, supporting 
street children in the Philippines to 
get an education. Over the last 19 
years, the school has contributed 
money, resources and physical help 
to the work of this inspiring charity. 
In turn, the people involved-the 
organisers and the children we have 
helped-have been enormously 
grateful for the support; indeed, one 
of their school buildings is called 
Spring House.  

Over the pandemic, the plight of the 
street children in Philippines has 
been made so much worse in every 
way. Mercy in Action have been 
asking for donations to fund food for 
the children so that when they go for 
lessons, they can have a meal too.   

Last year we weren’t able to have a 
charity week as the school was in 
lockdown; usually the school would 
raise over £2000. For social 
distancing reasons, we will not have 
a charity week again this year; 
instead, the school has funded two 
separate live Zoom discos for the 
younger and older children. Rather 
than asking parents to contribute to 
the cost of these events, we asked 
those that felt able to make a 
donation to Mercy in Action through 

a ‘Justgiving’ page that was set up 
especially for the event. In this way, 
our children had a lovely event and 
at the same time we raised £595. 

Anyone can donate to this worthy 
cause! Here is the page:               
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraisi
ng/mercy-in-action-uk-springmead-
disco 

Madeleine Taylor  
 
Berkley School 
What an interesting few months we 
have all had, but the staff, pupils and 
parents at Berkley school have risen 
magnificently to the challenges of 
home schooling. 
On a recent school monitoring visit 
before Christmas, our SIAMS 
Governor was able to see the 
Christian value of ‘compassion’ 
throughout the pupils’ work and 
displayed in various forms in the 
different classes; a value that can 
help not just the children, but all of 
us during these different times.  
 
The Christian value for last term was 
‘responsibility,’ and as a board of 
Governors, it’s reassuring to hear 
from the school senior leadership 
team that teachers and staff are 
taking the responsibility to ensure 
that children have an excellent home 
schooling provision; that the children 
are taking on the responsibility of 
learning, and, I am sure, helping 
their parents and carers with this 
new style of education.  
With this term’s Christian value 
being perseverance, we look 
forward to bringing this into our 
Governors meetings and seeing how 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraisi
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the children relate this to their 
everyday experiences.  
As a school, we continue to 
encourage the Christian message 
through various forms, and having 
also recently welcomed Ronnie to 
our Governing Board, we look 
forward to her thoughts and ideas on 
how we can further develop our links 
with the church at Berkley School. 
 

Liz Halliwell and Jo Chesshire 
Co-Chair Governors 

 
 
Here is a snap shot of the wonderful 
day we experienced on Friday 12th 
March. 
Our Well-being and Spirituality Day  
 
A day to stop and take time; a day to 
reflect for all members of our 
community. We felt this was the right 
time for the children to have a day 
focussed on themselves, their well-
being and mental health.  It 
addressed ways of coping, 
strategies for managing daily worries 
and anxieties, how to recognise our 
emotions, and who and what can 
help us to feel good. There were 
times to reflect and to open up to 
spirituality.  
 
The children will experience a 
number of workshops throughout the 
day, for example, expression 
through art, healthy minds, and 
nutrition. Mrs Hooper and I have 
worked closely with Ian from IG 
sports who has specialist training 
within mental health, and with Mrs 
Knight, a drama and music teacher, 
to create a wide-ranging approach 
for the children. The children were 
able to take part in a range of 

workshops ranging from expression 
through art, to drama and yoga.  
 

Suzanne Thompson  
 
Beckington School 
It has been lovely welcoming all the 
children back to school this month.  
They have settled well back into 
routines and learning with their 
friends. 
 
We planned a very practical science 
week for the children’s return on 8th 
March. They were able to carry out 
all sorts of experiments and 
investigations which ignited their 
curiosity and love of learning.  Some 
of the children had fun exploring ice 
and magnets, making fossils in jelly 
and predicting what would happen if 
you placed a gingerbread man 
biscuit into water, oil, vinegar or 
milk! The older children explored 
forces and created zip wires for a 
teddy bear: after creating a harness 
out of pipe cleaners, they had to find 
ways of reducing the friction so that 
teddy could travel faster down the 
wire. 
 
There was lots of fun to be had 
during Book Week in March and 
there were some amazing book 
character outfits! The children 
enjoyed listening to stories read by 
different adults virtually and we have 
had some amazing photos of 
children reading a book in extreme 
places! The children also became 
inspired to write as authors and 
spent lots of time creating zig-zag 
books after comparing a story in a 
book with the film version. We now 
have a weekly collective worship 
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23rd April St George’s Day 
 
Have you seen the film How to Train 
your Dragon?  
It’s set in a Viking village under 
attack from dragons, who steal 
livestock and burn down houses. 
Hiccup, the village Chief’s son, 
invents a machine to capture 
dragons. However, when he catches 
one of the most dangerous dragons, 
he cannot kill it when he sees that 
the dragon is just as frightened as 
he is. Through this friendship, the 
people and dragons eventually learn 
to live in harmony.  
 
This month we celebrate St George, 
the patron saint of England. He is 
famous for slaying a dragon, a 
tradition which became popular in 
the Middle Ages. Whether he killed 
an actual dragon is open to 
question! However, we do know that 
the original George was a Roman 
soldier at the time of Emperor 
Diocletian. He refused to renounce 
his faith, as commanded by the 
Emperor, resulting in his death on 
23 April 303 AD.  
 
The contrast is clear: St George 
slayed the evil dragon, while Hiccup 
refused to kill one. However, they 
also have something important in 
common. Both acted according to 
their conscience, defying the popular 
understanding of those around 
them, and not worrying about the 
personal cost to themselves.  St 
George was martyred for standing 
up for his faith in Jesus before a 
pagan emperor, while Hiccup risked 
rejection by his father and village 
because of his compassion. 
 

Today, we are still called to stand for 
Christ against wrongs and injustice 
in daily life, whatever the personal 
cost. However, we also need to be 
ready to look our enemies in the eye 
and meet their hostility with love and 
compassion. This is why we also 
remember this month that Jesus 
died and rose again, so that we 
might have God’s power to do this in 
our lives. 
 

Parish Pump 
 
 

◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊◊ 
 
   
Calling all climate enthusiasts! 
 
Concerned about climate change? 
Keen to make a difference? 
 
Beckington Parish Council is calling 
parishioners to help set up a 
sustainability group to identify 
different ways we can come 
together to reduce emissions, 
become more sustainable and to 
protect and enhance our parish, to 
make it an even better 
place to thrive. 
The aim is to be imaginative, 
practical, enjoyable and community 
led.  
Would you be interested in 
joining? It might be a project the 
whole family can participate 
in. WATCH THIS SPACE! We will 
keep you posted on the village 
Facebook page. 
 

Paula Fox 07733 247365 
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Easter is the most joyful day of the 
year for Christians. Christ has died 
for our sins. We are forgiven. Christ 
has risen. We are redeemed! We 
can look forward to an eternity in His 
joy! Hallelujah!   
 
The Good News of Jesus Christ is a 
message so simple that you can 
explain it to someone in a few 
minutes. It is so profound that for the 
rest of their lives they will still be 
‘growing’ in their Christian walk with 
God. 
Why does the date move around so 
much? Because the date of 
Passover moves around, and 
according to the biblical account, 
Easter is tied to the Passover. 
Passover celebrates the Israelites’ 
exodus from Egypt, and it lasts for 
seven days, from the middle of the 
Hebrew month of Nisan, which 
equates to late March or early April. 
 
Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first 
to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to 
come up with firm dates for the first 
Good Friday: Friday 7th April 30 AD 
or Friday 3rd April, 33 AD with Easter 
Day falling two days later. Modern 
scholars continue to think these two 
Fridays to be the most likely.   
 
Most people will tell you that Easter 
falls on the first Sunday after the first 

full moon after the Spring Equinox, 
which is broadly true. But the 
precise calculations are complicated 
and involve something called an 
‘ecclesiastical full moon’, which is 
not the same as the moon in the 
sky. The earliest possible date for 
Easter in the West is 22nd March, 
which last fell in 1818. The latest is 
25th April, which last happened in 
1943.   
 
Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost 
every European language, the 
festival’s name comes from 
‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for 
Passover. The Germanic word 
‘Easter’, however, seems to come 
from Eostre, a Saxon fertility 
goddess mentioned by the 
Venerable Bede.                     
He thought that the Saxons 
worshipped her in ‘Eostur month,’ 
but may have confused her with the 
classical dawn goddesses like Eos 
and Aurora, whose names mean 
‘shining in the east’. So, Easter 
might have meant simply ‘beginning 
month’ – a good time for starting up 
again after a long winter. 
 
 
Finally, why Easter eggs? On one 
hand, they are an ancient symbol of 
birth in most European cultures. On 
the other hand, hens start laying 
regularly again each Spring.  Since 
eggs were forbidden during Lent, it’s 
easy to see how decorating and 
eating them became a practical way 
to celebrate Easter.   
 

Parish Pump 
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where the classes from Mells School 
join with the classes at Beckington 
online through Google Meet. It is 
lovely to be able to talk to them all at 
the same time and invite them to 
make contributions across the two 
schools. 
 
We are also enjoying our collective 
worship videos with Reverend 
Ronnie, and are looking forward to 
completing the Easter story through 
these. 
 
The children are enjoying our 
renewed focus on the learning gem 
powers. This half term our Christian 
value has been courage which 
matches well with emerald power, all 
about being brave and sticking at 
things even when they become 
tough. We want to promote 
resilience especially now the 
children are back in school. 
We wish everyone in our community 
a lovely Easter break. 
 

Claire Chantler  
 

Beckington 
Group 
Mothers’ 
Union    

Our thanks to Rev Ronnie for 
hosting our Zoom meeting earlier 
this month, and for leading our 
opening worship. We listened to 
recorded music and hymns, and our 
readings were given by Susan and 
Glenys. During the service we all 
renewed our membership promises, 
a timely reminder of the aim and 
purpose of the Mothers’ Union, 

followed by the MU prayer. We were 
pleased our worldwide links liaison 
officer, Gay Curtis, was able to join 
with our meeting. 

It was not possible to hold a service 
in church this year for Mothering 
Sunday, nor to distribute the 
traditional posies of spring 
flowers. As an alternative, 
bookmarks were available in church 
on the Sunday, and also on the 
following Wednesday, with people 
invited to take one, and give them to 
others as they wish. In recent years 
we have held a tea party to raise 
money for the Make a Mothers’ Day 
campaign, but this year we were 
invited to send a gift individually to 
support the on-going work of MU 
projects for families worldwide. 
Jenny informed us of the various 
activities are taking place throughout 
the diocese, with many branches 
keeping in touch through Zoom. We 
can follow a Lent Course prepared 
by our MU Chaplain, Rev Wendy 
Mitchell and there is a monthly 
newsletter. Our visitor Gay was able 
to give us a good deal of up-to-date 
news from some of the dioceses 
with whom we are linked, in India 
and Africa. Understandably the 
news was grim, with huge numbers 
of people affected by the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Of particular 
concern was Tanzania, where the 
president is in denial and little is 
being done to address the situation.   

We will not be able to meet in April, 
but we will keep in touch, and look 
forward to the easing of restrictions 
so that we can meet once more.  

Rosemary Ball 
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Beckington Astronomical Society 
(BAS) www.beckingtonas.org        
Early spring has certain attractions 
for viewing the night sky: the 
evenings are getting a bit warmer 
and the sky still gets really dark.  
There are various degrees of 
darkness: Civil (1-6), Nautical (6-12) 
and Astronomical (12 -18), and 
these are related to how far the 
centre to the Sun is below the 
Horizon (the figures in brackets are 
in degrees). In the middle of April, 
you would need to wait until about 
11.00pm (GMT) for the sky to be 
really dark. You will be able to view 
the stars I mention in this article 
earlier in the evening. The map is for 
looking North at 9.00 pm GMT. 
Double stars are when two stars 
seem very close together. They may 
appear close together just because 
they are in the same direction. They 
may however be a true double in 
that they are orbiting each other due 
to their gravitational attraction. In the 
map there are two examples of 
double stars well known to amateur 
astronomers.  In the 'tail' of the well-
known constellation Ursa Major 

(Plough or Big Dipper) There 'is' a 
double star Mizar and Alcor between 
Alkaid and Alioth. Mizar and Alcor 
are so close together on the map 
that my planetarium programme 
prints the names in the same 
place. This pair of stars,known as 
the 'Horse and Rider' by the Arabs, 
were considered as a test of good 
eyesight to see them as separate 
stars with the naked eye. The other 
double star is Polaris, the pole 
star. It is about 50th in order of 
brightness of stars we can see at 
our latitude, not particularly bright 
but so important because of it being 
almost exactly due North. One will 
need binoculars or a telescope to 
see the companion star of Polaris. 
Polaris which appears yellow is 
about 600 times brighter than its 
companion which is bluish. These 
stars are separated by 18 arc 
seconds so quite a challenge to 
'separate' (about 1/200th of the 
width of the Moon). I believe Polaris 
may be a 'Double Double' but one 
would need a powerful telescope to 
see that.             John Ball 830419 
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 ‘Aren’t you the Christ? Save 
yourself and us.’ 
 
He highlights the question of Jesus’ 
identity: how can He save others, 
when He cannot save Himself from 
death? He failed to see that the 
cross itself was the means of 
salvation. 
 
So - what kind of Messiah was 
Jesus? 
 
The other criminal’s response in his 
last moments is a moving 
expression of faith. When 
challenging the other man, he spoke 
of the utter injustice of the 
crucifixion:  
 
“This man has done nothing wrong.’  
 
He perceived the truth that Jesus 
was indeed the Messiah. In a 
wonderful picture of grace 
 
‘Remember me when You come into 
Your kingdom’, 
 
The second thief confessed his guilt 
and secured Jesus’ forgiveness and 
mercy.   
 
In reply, Jesus promised the man life 
from the moment of death;  
 
‘Today you will be with Me in 
paradise.’ 
 
 
Jesus used the picture of a walled 
garden to help the man understand 
His promise of protection and  
 
 

security in God’s love and 
acceptance eternally.  
 
Each one of us has to choose how 
we react to Jesus on the cross. Do 
we want Him to ‘remember’ us when 
He comes into His kingdom, or not?  
 
 
‘For Christ died for sins once for 
all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God’’  
1 Peter 3:18 
 

Parish Pump 
(An editorial resource for church 
magazine editors) 
 
 
 
 
For Sale or Wanted 
 
Information Wanted  
Network has received a request - 
Has anyone heard of the ‘Edright 
Stone’ in Beckington village and 
knows how it might be found? 
Please contact 
beckington.network@gmail.com and 
we will forward your information on. 
Thank you. 
 
 
If you would like an entry in this 
column, please send it to Julie 
Evemy (see inside front cover). A 
suggested donation of £1 towards 
Network would be appreciated which 
can be left in the slot in the wall 
inside St George’s church-when 
open. Private advertisements only 
please. 

http://www.beckingtonas.org
mailto:beckington.network@gmail.com
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Maundy Thursday  
 
Maundy Thursday is famous for two 
things. The first is one of the final 
acts that Jesus did before His death: 
the washing of His own disciples’ 
feet (see John 13). Jesus washed 
His disciples’ feet for a purpose:  
 
“A new command I give you: Love 
one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another.” 
 
His disciples were to love through 
service, not domination, of one 
another.  
In Latin, the opening phrase of this 
sentence is ‘mandatum novum do 
vobis’. The word ‘mundy’ is thus a 
corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’ 
(or command). The ceremony of the 
‘washing of the feet’ of members of 
the congregation came to be an 
important part of the liturgy (regular 
worship) of the medieval church, 
symbolising the humility of the 
clergy, in obedience to the example 
of Christ. 
 
But Thursday was also important 
because it was on that night that 
Jesus first introduced the Lord’s 
Supper, or what we nowadays call 
Holy Communion.    
 
Jesus and His close friends had met 
in a secret upper room to share the 
Passover meal together - for the last 
time. And there Jesus transformed 
the Passover into the Lord’s Supper, 
saying 
 
“This is my body’ and ‘this is my 
blood’  
as He, the Lamb of God, prepared to 
die for the sins of the whole world. 

John’s gospel makes it clear that the 
Last Supper took place the evening 
BEFORE the regular Passover 
meal, and that later Jesus died at 
the same time that the Passover 
lambs were killed.   
 
Good Friday 
Jesus and the thieves on the 
Cross 

 
Luke’s account of the crucifixion 
(Luke 23:32-43) emphasises the 
mocking of the crowd 
 
 ‘If you are the king of the Jews, 
save yourself’ (35,37,39) 
 
In their view a Messiah does not 
hang on a cross and suffer. In 
considering the two men who were 
crucified with Jesus, we are also 
confronted with the issue of how 
Jesus secures salvation for us. 
The words of one of those crucified 
with Jesus reflected the crowd’s 
taunts: 
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Friends of St George’s:  
A silent auction of talents 
 
Below is an amazing list of twenty-
four “Lots”.  
Please carefully consider your top 
bid and email 
rectorronnie@outlook.com or drop a 
note through the Rectory Door- 8 
Church Street, Beckington.  
 
Please ensure you clearly state 
YOUR NAME. The Lot number and 
the description given below. YOUR 
PHONE NUMBER/EMAIL. And most 
important your TOP BID. By noon 
on 10th April. You can of course bid 
for more than one Lot! In the event 
of identical top bids participants will 
be offered a second chance.  
 

1. 3 course meal for 5 (wine 
included)  

2. Garage Restaurant - dinner 
for four in a rustic setting 

3. Special afternoon tea for 6 
including a glass of Fizz! 

4. Three Hours Gardening by 
experienced couple 

5. Recover your favourite silk 
lampshade 

6. Ironing (one average load) 
(Top three bids as we have 
three offers to iron) 

7. Three online Pilates lessons 
for an individual or small 
group of friends 

8. Dog Walking or Dog sitting (2-
4 hours) 

9. Personalised home crafted 
gift cards 

10. Two Jars of Rudge Honey 
harvested Autumn 2021. NB 
£15 reserve 

11. Shopping Trip to Frome 
12. Trip to a Garden Centre 
13. Afternoon Tea for four on a 

veranda with stunning views 
14. 'Made by Maria' chocolate 

brownies each month for a 
year" (i.e., 12 batches)  

15. Garden Rotavating  
16. Pressure hosing to clean a 

patio 
17. 500g sourdough boule every 

2 weeks for 2 months. 
Commencing after 4th May 

18. A rustic Bird Feeder 
19. A Hanging Bird Box 
20. Three ½ hour piano lessons 

for a beginner 
21. a jar of lemon curd x 3 months 

(i.e., a jar a month) and 
deliver it. 

22. A homemade fruit cake 
23. Garden Watering (to cover a 

holiday period) 
24. Your weekly supermarket 

shop collected and delivered 
to your doorstep for 2 weeks-
Mornings only 

 

mailto:rectorronnie@outlook.com
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Village Agent News 

Hello readers of the Network 
Magazine. Can it really be April 
already?  
As I write, the spring sunshine feels 
warm on my face through the 
window and the daffodils on my 
morning walk today are a sign that 
hopefully the cold weather has left 
us for this year. 
Being at home a lot more over the 
past couple of months has without 
doubt bumped up our fuel bills. The 
Centre for Sustainable Energy’s 
Home Energy team are on hand to 
deal with fuel debt, help find cheaper 
fuel, aid in switching suppliers and 
much more – just watch this Talking 
Café they co-hosted with our Village 
Agent Wendy Rudd to see why it is 
so important to stay warm & how 
they help: 
https://youtu.be/XjmwI0nk9C0. You 
can also complete their online 
referral form on their website: 
https://www.cse.org.uk/advice  
Don’t forget you can also join our 
Community Oil Scheme and save 
in bulk orders of oil! 
www.ccslovesomerset.org/oil. 50% 
of the small annual fee goes into our 
Crisis fund to help people in need in 
Somerset.  
 
Crisis Fund 
The Crisis Fund is distributed by our 
Village and Community Agents to 
help people in crisis situations and 
for whom a small grant can make a 
huge difference in their life – At this 

time of crisis and hardship for many 
in our communities this need is 
greater than ever.   
We have never actively fundraised 
before for the Crisis Fund, but this 
has been an unprecedented year, 
and our important ‘pot’ of funds has 
almost depleted due to 
unprecedented demand due to the 
Coronavirus. We would love to raise 
£20,021 in 2021 for the Crisis Fund, 
and are asking you to get involved 
anyway you can with sponsored 
runs, bake sales (after lockdown!) - 
setting yourself any kind of 
#CrisisFundChallenge – or by simply 
and very kindly donating! Follow us 
on social media @RuralSomerset 
for updates and how to get involved! 
 
Some examples of what these 
grants have been used for 
recently:  
• To buy 2 mattress protectors for 

a carer who was supporting their 
loved one 
with night time incontinence   

• To support a family with funeral 
costs after their teenage son 
died in a road accident  

• To buy children's clothes for a 
family who had recently lost Dad 
to cancer  

• To buy half a tank of oil for a lady 
with a chronic health condition 
who was  
struggling to heat her home  

• Paying to PAT test and move a 
donated Fridge Freezer to a 
family in need  

• To buy a washing machine for a 
carer who is struggling to keep 
up with washing demands  
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People in the Parish 
   
This month, Network has been 
speaking with Madeleine Taylor 
from Springmead School in 
Beckington. 
 
 
I came to the village twenty years 
ago with a tiny baby, a husband and 
a sister, and an audacious plan: to 
set up an Independent Preparatory 
School and Nursery in Sandy Hill 
House. With a background in 
teaching, personnel management 
and business management, and a 
firm Christian faith, we had the skills, 
energy (and the knowledge of God’s 
love), for the task in front of us.   
 
The property in Castle Corner has 
stood for centuries. In its past it has 
been a residential home for the 
elderly, a maternity hospital, a 
private residence, flats and even 
officer accommodation. With such a 
chequered past, the building had 
evolved in a bit of a higgledy 
piggledy way, and in 2000 it was in 
need of a serious make-over. It took 
seven months and 25 workmen to 
convert the building into a school. 
During that time, Steve and I, and 
baby Tom, lived sparingly in a small 
apartment onsite, working late into 
the night whenever Tom slept, doing 
a thousand jobs that always seemed 
to be ahead of us.  
New to the village, we were 
welcomed with open arms by the 
congregation of St George’s Church, 
many who are dear friends still, 
along with some lovely neighbours 
and villagers. 

We opened our doors in April 2002 
with just 4 children; today we have 
over 120 children. 
 
In usual non-pandemic times, we 
enjoy working with the village school 
and other local schools. Our school 
offers parents a choice in the 
villages; it is homely but not a soft 
option as there is nowhere to hide in 
small classes, and every day is a 
rich, intense opportunity for learning. 
So far, each inspections team has 
said we are ‘outstanding.’ However, 
rather than outstanding, I consider 
ourselves to be driven and ambitious 
for the possibilities of each of our 
charges, both academically, and as 
importantly, as rounded individuals 
with sound human values.  
 
The journey has not been easy: ten 
years ago Steve passed away; that 
wasn’t part of my plan, neither was a 
pandemic! However, with the 
fabulous support of the school 
community and the church, we have 
survived, matured and grown.  
Three years ago I met a lovely man, 
Mike Chappell, my second chance 
of happiness. Tom is now twenty 
and studying for a degree in 
Performing Arts. Springmead, my 
‘second child,’ now nineteen years 
old, continues to shine brightly and 
delights us all.   
 
 
Thank you, Madeleine, for your 
time writing and sending your 
valuable contribution into 
Network. 
 

https://youtu.be/XjmwI0nk9C0.
https://www.cse.org.uk/advice
http://www.ccslovesomerset.org/oil
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• To buy food and drink for a client 
who had been struggling to get 
shopping during the lockdown. 
The Agent went shopping for the 
client to ensure she could eat 
and drink until the food bank 
was open  

Please visit  
www.ccslovesomerset.org/somerset
-crisis-fund/ to find out more. You 
can donate to a county wide ‘pot’ 
https://localgiving.org/charity/somers
etcrisisfund/ or directly to Mendip at 
https://localgiving.org/charity/somers
etcrisisfund/project/mendipcrisisfund
/  
 
Active and In Touch and Frome 
Community Drivers. 
On 1 January, two local charitable 
organisations which support people 
who are isolated and lonely, joined 
forces. Frome Community Drivers, 
established in 2016 by Morag Stuart, 
ensured the provision of volunteer 
drivers for medical appointments, 
social engagements, shopping trips 
and prescription collections. They 
are currently working hard to do 
shopping for essentials and taking 
vulnerable passengers for their 
COVID vaccinations. 
Active and In Touch was 
established in 2011. Director Dougie 
Brown and his team of volunteers, 
help and befriend members, whilst 
trying to minimise their feelings of 
being lonely or isolated from the 
community. Together they are 
hoping to expand into the villages of 
East Mendip to help more people. 

For more information or to become a 
volunteer please contact Morag on 
07595591391 or e-mail 
hello@fromecommunitydrivers.org.u
k. 
 
Somerset Food Resilience 
Taskforce 
We are still proud to be part of the 
county-wide initiative, and we 
organise, co-ordinate and deliver 
food boxes and precooked meals to 
those in need via our Agents, 
community groups/kitchens – over 
20,000 items of food a WEEK are 
delivered – 200,000 since lockdown 
began last March – a staggering 
number!  
As always, if you don't have access 
to the internet and you'd like to find 
out more or discuss how we can 
help you, please get in touch using 
either of the numbers below. 
Stay safe, stay well and stay 
active!  

 
Nic Edwards 

07946461468 01823 331222. 
nicolae@somersetrcc.org.uk 
 
 

 

 

http://www.ccslovesomerset.org/somerset
https://localgiving.org/charity/somers
https://localgiving.org/charity/somers
mailto:hello@fromecommunitydrivers.org.u
mailto:nicolae@somersetrcc.org.uk
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Standerwick, Berkley & 
Beckington WI                                                                                                 
In March all our W.I. members 
received 2 lovely polyanthus plants, 
a gift from our institute and delivered 
by the committee members. A really 
lovely thought and much 
appreciated, brightening up the dull 
days and making everyone feel they 
were not forgotten. We also had a 
meeting on zoom for every member 
who was able to join in, on our usual 
meeting day and time. Our speaker 
was Kevin Little, a Fishmonger from 
Reading. His shop was in Smelly 
Alley which is a very small street 
running between the two main 
shopping streets in Reading. He 
worked in the shop for 47 years and 
was very well known in the area. He 
explained how the term ‘Holy 
Mackerel’ first become used. In the 
1500s fish would be unloaded from 
the boats on the quay at whatever 
time the tide was right for them to 
come in. Unfortunately, if the 
fishermen came back on a Sunday, 
they could not unload their catch, as 
you were not allowed to work on a 
Sunday. The fishermen applied to 
the church to be allowed to do this, 
and it was agreed they could unload 
mackerel as it deteriorated quickly,  
hence the term ‘Holy Mackerel.’ One 
day he landed a Thresher Shark. 
This fish had a very long tail, about a 
metre long, and bony. He had no 
use for this, but 2 small boys came 
in and asked to buy it. 
He sold it to them and 
asked how they were 
getting home with this 
big tail. They said they 
were catching the bus 
to the other side of 
Reading! He 

wondered what the other 
passengers thought and what they 
were going to do with it when they 
arrived home. The health inspector 
came one day and said he had too 
many flies in his shop. He must keep 
a fly book and write down how many 
flies in the shop at any time! You are 
only allowed 5 at any time: any more 
and you must chase them out! His 
wife had a new car and he was told 
that on no account could he put fish 
in it! One very cold winter’s morning 
his van wouldn’t start. He thought 
she would never know, so he went 
to Billingsgate market, came back in 
time to unload and open the shop. 
When he got back his wife was 
waiting – NOT PLEASED! He had 
bought some lampreys: an eel-like 
fish with a mouth sucker to suck 
blood from other fish. One had fallen 
into her lap.! She looked up, and 
saw that the escaped lampreys had 
attached themselves to the roof of 
the car and were swaying like a 
curtain. He survived.! He could have 
up to 400 different types of fish in his 
shop; turbot, halibut and cod are his 
favourites. We will be having 
another zoom meeting for members 
on 1st April when the speaker will be 
Emma Britten who was on radio 
Bristol. She has now left to become 
a celebrant. This should be a very 
entertaining talk.                                                                      
Our competition held earlier in the 
year was very well supported with 

25 entries. The winner 
of the art class was 
Janet Cooke with the 
picture below.  
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